


HEALTH, FRESH AIR, AND PURE WATER. 


cONDY'S PATENT FLUID AND OZON IZED ‘WATER, 
and other HYGIENIC PREPARATIONS; __ 
LIQUOR POTASSA vel CALCIS vel MAGNESLE PERMANGANATIS ; 
2 Disinfect and Purify by means of Nascent or Ozonic Oxygen. © 
_ TESTIMONIALS. 
‘The air-test recommended by Dr. Angus Smith, Miss Nightingale, and 
others, is the Alkaline Permanganate, or Condy’: s Fluid, which itself isa 
vehicle of ozone; and asa free contributor of it, isin extensive use as a sanitary — 
agent, identical in its nature with the very ozone of the atmosphere itself— . 


the great scavenger and cleanser of nature. Ozone 4 is ape equal to 
health.” —‘The Builder,’ 6th July, 1861. 


** Royal College of Surgeons, Tondon th October, 1861. 
‘Sir, —I have to acknowledge the receipt of. your note of the 2nd inst., — 
and think that the best testimonial I can send you is an order for another 
gallon of your Disinfecting Fluid, which is the only article of the kind in use 
at ae College, and which answers our purpose very well. — 
Your obedient Servant, — ae Te M. STONE.” 


Chowical Works, Battersea, Agents : J. Bell and Co., 338 Oxford street; 
Butler and Crispe, 4 Cheapside ; and all first- class Chemists. 


PYROPHOGPHATE OF IRON AND SODA 
Or Dr. LERAS, CueEmist, 8.S.D. 
IN THREE FORMS—SOLUTION, SYRUP, AND SWEETMEATS. 


The Physicians of the principal Hospitals of Paris, Drs. Aran, Arual, Barth, 

-Bernutz, Cazenave, and Debout, agree that this new Chalybeate "rapidly 

induces the most beneficial effects in Chlorosis and Anemia. It combines the 

elements of the blood with those of osseous structures, is inodorous, tasteless, 

and does not confine the bowels. This preparation succeeds in cases which 
_ have unavailingly been treated by the exhibition of Iodide and Lactate of Iron, 
reduced iron, or the Spa or Passy Mineral Waters. Hach tablespoonful of the 
Syrup or Solution, which are colourless, contains 34 grains of the Salt of Tron, 
and should be exhibited half an hour before a meal. 


Sold in Paris, 7 Rue de la Feuillade; and in London by J OZEAU, 
49 yee 





“DINNEFORD'S PURE FLUID MAGNESIA, 


NOW PERFECT IN PURITY AND STRENGTH. 
‘‘Mr, Dinneford’s Solution may fairly be taken as a type of what the pre- 
paration ought to be.”—‘ Pharmaceutical Journal” May, 1846. 
This excellent remedy, in addition to its extensive sale amongst the public, 
is now also very largely used in Dispensine : for which the best form is in 
the stone jars, (half-gallon, 5s. 6d. ; gallon, 9s. 6d.,) specially adapted for the 
‘use of Medical Men and Chemists. ‘To be had from the manufacturers. 


Dinneford and Co., Chemists, 172 New Bond street, London, and all Whole- : 
sale Druggists and Patent Medicine Houses. 
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A CUP OF COFFEE IN ONE MINUTE. ) 2 
DUNN’S ESSENCE OF COFFEE, 1s. & 2s. PER ‘orm, 
And may be had everywhere. 


LICHEN ISLANDICUS; OR, ICELAND ‘MOSS: COCOA; 
Manufactured by DUNN & HEWITT, London. 


Strongly recommended by the Faculty in all cases of Debility, Indigestion, 
Consumption, and all Pulmonary and Chest Diseases, 


See Testimonials of Dr. Hassaut, Dr: Normandy, and : others. ee Ae 
: To be onad everywhere at 1s. 4d. es tb. 





Ghe Yournal of Practical Medicines Adertiser. 
-ROYER’S ELECTRO-MAGNETIC PAPER, 


The numerous Physicians who have given a trial to this new paper plaster, 
agree that it affords the simplest and safest means of effecting active and 
beneficial counter-irritation in the many cases which require this kind of 
treatment: as, for instance, in rheumatic pains, catarrhal affections of the 
organs of respiration, etc.—Price 2s. 3d. the roll. 


Sold by ROYER, Chemist, 225 Rue St. Martin, Paris, and JOZEAU, 
Chemist, 49 Haymarket, London. : 


BLANCARD’S UNALTERABLE IODIDE OF 
IRON PILLS. 
APPROVED OF BY THE ACADEMY OF MEDICINE OF PARIS, 
Adopted by the Medical Council of Petersburg, | 


AND PRESORIBED IN THE HOSPITALS OF FRANCE, BELGIUM, IRELAND, 
TURKEY, ETC. 


Honourable mention at the General Exhibitions of New York, in 1853, and 
Paris, in 1855. 

**Of the various means hitherto recommended for the exhibition of 
iodide of iron in a pure state, none, in our opinion, is superior to 
that pointed out by Mr. Blancard.” : 

MIALHE, Fellow of the Faculty of Medicine of Paris, Apothecary of 
the Emperor, &c. (‘Applications of Chemistry to Therapeutics, 
1856, p. 319). : 

The foregoing titles and numerous scientific documents to be found in most 
medical works attest the important place assigned to these pills in the thera- 
peutics of almost all countries. They are coated with an extremely thin 
layer of a resinous and balsamic nature, and are unchangeable, insipid, of — 
moderate size, and readily tolerated by the organs of digestion. Combining — 
the virtues of iodine and of iron, they are espesially proper in chlorosis, 
scrofula, tubercular or cancerous diseases, in leucorrhcea, anemia, &c., and 
constitute one of the most energetic remedies which can be used for the — 
purpose of modifying lymphatic, weak, or debilitated constitutions.—Use : 
from 2 to 4 pills, daily. 

N.B. Adulterated or decomposed iodide of iron is an untrustworthy and 
sometimes a dangerous medicine. Shall be considered as prepared by the 
inventor of those pills only, the phials of which are closed with a stopper 
exhibiting a test silver seal, and bearing, at the bottom of a green label, 
Mr. Blancard’s signature.— Beware of imitations. 


General Depot, JOZEAU, 49 Haymarket, London.—Ireland:; VITTIE, 
Dr. Steeven’s Hospital, Dublin.—America: FOUGERA, North William 
street, 32, New York; and sold by all chemists of repute. 


DR. ALEX. MAYERS INHALER. | 
A SIMPLIFIED APPARATUS FOR PULMONARY INHALATION | 


This easily-managed and inexpensive contrivance supplies the practitioner 
with the means of treating locally affections of the respiratory organs, by 
placing the remedial agents in immediate contact with the diseased parts. 
This practice has already proved highly beneficial, and the inhaler has become 
deservedly popular. —Vide the meeting of the Academy, of Medicine, June 
11th, 1860. )—Price 5s. 


ROYER, Chemist, 225 Rue St. Martin, 
Sold in London, by JOZEAU, 49 Haymarket. 


MAISON D’ACCOUCHMENTS. 


Dirigée par Madame Ropent.—Discrétion. S’adresser 4 M. Rozart, Rue 
| St. Louis en Vile 27, Paris, us 
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“DEFORMITIES OF THE SPINE AND UPPER 


EXTREMITIES, 
WITH THE SCIENTIFIC 
APPLIANCES REQUIRED FOR THEIR TREATMENT ;’ 
being Parr II of ‘Bice on Devoritiss,’ and containing a detailed descrip 
tion of the variious spinal and other apparatuses at present adopted. 
By Henry HEATHER Bice, 


of 29 Leicester square, London, Anatomical Mechanist to the Queen. 
London ; John Churchill, New Burlington street. 





By De. LIONEL BEALE, F.R.S., ; 
THE MEGROSCOPE [N MEDICINE 
i Second Edition, pp. 400, with 270 Figures, 14s. 
London: John Churchill New Burlington street. 





By Dr. LIONEL BEALE, F.R.S., 
ILLUSTRATIONS OF URINARY DEPOSITS AND 
~ CALCULL 
170 Figures. 9s. 6d. 
London : John Churchill, New Burlington street. 


NEW AMERICAN PREPARATIONS. 


W. TWINBERROW begs to inform the Medical Profession that he has 
had a large consignment (direct from Keith and Co., of New York) of all the 
most valuable American Medicinal Preparations. Also— 

EXT. CANAB. INDICA, direct from Calcutta. 
PIERLOT’S VALERIANATE of AMMONIA. 
Pharmaceutical Chemist, 2 Edward street, Portman square, London. 





AERATED LITHIA WATER. 


- Messrs. BLAKE, SANDFORD, and BLAKE are prepared to supply the 
LITHIA WATERS (of which they were the original manufacturers under Dr. 
Garrod’s instruction) of any strength prescribed by the Profession for special 
eases. Those in constant use contain two grains and five grains in each 
bottle, either by itself or combined with BICARBONATE of POTASH or 
- PHOSPHATE of AMMONIA.—Also, Potash, Citrate of Potash, Soda, Seltzer, 
Vichy, and Mineral Acid Waters, as usual. 
| BLAKE, SANDFORD, and BLAKE, Pharmaceutical Chemists, 
47 Piccadilly. 


CONSTIPATION. a 


It will disappear and its return will be prevented, by the use of the Hygiente 
Conserve of Dr. JOUANNE, : 

Price of the pot f. 5—at the Inventor at Ry, (Seine inferieure). _ Wholesale 
at Paris at E. Testelin, Rue Neuve des Petits Champs, 30. 


EDWIN CHERON. 
a 416 Rue Saint-Honoré, Paris. a 
-. General commission merchant. Agent for the purchase and sale of patent — 
medicines, surgical instruments, &e., &e. . 


ANTIFOOT-ROT WATER. 

This remedy, which is known and used in FRANCE since twenty-five years, 
eures infallibly the animals affected with this disease. One dressing is 
sufficient to. cure.’ 

- Price 3s.—At the. Inventor’s Mr. Jouanne & Ry (Seine Inferieure). Deposit 
at Mr. Testélin’s, Rue Nenye, des Petits Champs, 35, a Paris. , 
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Physiological Effects of Hashish—Ophthalmological Congress ; 
Astigmatism—RIncubation of the Vaceinal Eruption ; Expi- 
demic of Small-pox at Bordeaua — Fresh Instances of 
Successful Ovarian Eaxcision—Complete Rupture of the 
Perineum, treated by Galvanie Cauterisation. 


An interesting paper was recently read at the Academy 
of Sciences, by Mr. de Luca, on the physiological effects of 
hashish. The author, having received from the Hast a certain 
quantity of a confection prepared with this inebriating sub- 
stance, swallowed at eight o’clock, a.m., from thirty to forty 
grains of the paste, and calmly awaited the result. He shortly 
after proceeded to the chemical laboratory of the College of 
France, and addressed himself to his habitual occupations. In 
the course of a quarter of an hour, Mr. de Luca experienced 
at the tips of his fingers an indescribable creeping sensation, 
which appeared to ascend towards the brain. His mind, how- 
ever, remained perfectly clear, but his hands yielding to a 
peculiar nervous influence, lost the power of adapting them- 
selves to the performance of delicate operations requiring 
steadiness or precision. He then determined on returning 
home, when further phantasms were induced, without any 
coincident confusion of intellect. 

Distances seemed unceasingly to extend, and he fancied he 
would never reach his house. The voices of persons standing 
at his side sounded weak and remote. He felt himself un- 
accountably elated, and as if treading the air. ‘The porter’s 
wife, as he passed, remarked: “Mr. de Luca’s rooms are not 
ready,” and he was much struck with the altered character of 
the woman’s voice. When he reached his room, he attempted, 
but unsuccessfully, to read his letters, and yet his mind was 
crowded with bright ideas, endowed with singular dis- 
tinctness and precision. His entire being was given up to 
pleasing sensations. He retired to bed, and the sheets seemed 
out of respect to recede from his person, and although he 
fancied himself in no sort of contact with the bed-clothes, 
the situation was delightfully comfortable. “ At that moment,” 
says he, “‘I reviewed with the most intense satisfaction every 
action of my life, but my ideas flitted through my brain in 
such rapid succession, that I was unable to grasp steadily any 
one thought. I remarked to myself, if this condition could 
but last, the dreams of the poets would surely be realised, 
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universal happiness would follow, and all men might joyfally 
contemplate their mental operations.” 

This state of inebriation lasted about four hours; the dis- 
tances than decreased, the bed-clothes courteously drew 
nearer, the nervous excitement subsided, and order was re- 
stored ; dryness of the lips was the only other symptom noted 
by the experimentalist. : 


— An international congress of ophthalmologists took place 
in Paris in the beginning of October; Mr. Wleminckx, of 
Brussels, presided at the meetings which were attended by the 
most eminent oculists in Europe, amongst whom we may 
mention Professors A. de Graefe and Schweiger (of Berlin), 
Ruete and Coccius (of Leipzig), Arlt and Gulz (of Vienna), 
Donders (of Utrecht), Knapp (of Heidelberg), de Hasner (of 
Prague), Critchett (of London) Hairion (of Louvain), Dor (of 
Vevey), &e. We mention only the foreign specialists, but of 
course Messrs. Sichel and Desmarres took an important share 
in the labours of the congress, and also other practitioners well 
known to the Profession by long practice and valuable publi- 
eations, such as Messrs. Furnari and Giraud-Teulon. 

Amongst the subjects proposed for discussion was a con- 
dition recently investigated with much care by Professor 
Donders, astigmatism, a knowledge of which tends to eireum- 
scribe the field of amblyopy. In 1837, the astronomer 
Royal, Professor Airy, discovered the existence of this 
affection in his left eye, and effectually remedied its bad effects 
by the use of a concave sphero-cylindrical lens, the cutting of 
which he personally superintended. This disturbance of 
vision, apparently induced by a peculiar absenee of symmetry 
in the dioptric system of the eye, or in other words, in a 
difference between the focal distances of its varidus meridians, 
was long considered as a mere pathological nicety of too un- 
frequent occurrence to deserve the attention of the practitioner. 
Experience, however, shows that this is an erroneous view, 
and that astigmatism is far less uncommon than has been 
hitherto generally supposed. In a pamphlet, a perusal of 
which we recommend to our readers (a), Mr. Donders un- 
hesitatingly asserts that out of every hundred patients who 
visit an oculist, two at least owe the weakness of their sight 
to loss of the symmetry of the dioptric system, a condition 


(a) Astigmatism and Cylindrical Glasses, by F. ©. Donders, M.D., 
translated trom the Dutch by H. Dor, M.D. (Vevey), 8vo. pp. 145, 
with 15 engravings. Paris: Germer Bailliére. 
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susceptible of improvement by the use of cylindrical glasses. 
The author remarks that a certain amount of astygmatism is 
common to all eyes, and, therefore, natural ; but the morbid 
condition may be said to exist when the eye, endeavouring to 
distinguish from each other divergent lines traced close to each 
other on a plane surface, such as those of Roman capitals for 
instance, cannot succeed in doing so, at an angle and distance 
at which a healthy eye discerns them with ease. 

When the minutes of the meetings shall have been pub- 
lished, we intend to revert to several other questions pro- 
pounded before the congress. We must, for the present, 
confine ourselves to the reproduction from the colums of the 
Gazette des Hépitaux, of the results of the experiments insti- 
tuted by Mr. de Graefe, on the subject of the antagonistic action 
of preparations of opium and of belladonna or atropine. All 
our readers are aware that belladonna and most of the solaneze 
cause the pupil to expand, and that opium and morphia, on 
the contrary, induce contraction of the same aperture. Mr. de 
Graefe was anxious to ascertain whether this twofold action 
extends to other parts of the eye, and whether the ciliary 
apparatus which is also paralysed by belladonna, recovers its 
contractility and tone under the influence of preparations of 
morphia. The experiments instituted by the learned _ pro- 
fessor, demonstrate the correctness of this surmise, and show 
that the effects of belladonna and opium on the ciliary 
muscle are similar to those observable on the iris—viz., that 
the former lessens, and the latter increases its contractile 
power. 

The same periodical states that Professor Coccius exhibited 
to the Congress a new ophthalmoscope of his invention, a very 
simple instrument, not larger than the smallest kind of opera- 
glass, which permits the observer to study the appearances of 
the deep-seated membranes of his own eye. The inspection of 
the pupil and of the blood-vessels of the organ is almost as easy, 
with the assistance of this appliance, as with the first monocular 
ophthalmoscopes described in all the contemporary works pub- 
lished on the subject. 


— The small red prominences which assume by their de- 
velopment the characters of genuine vaccinal pustules, are gene- 
rally observed in the punctures three or four days after vacci- 
nation. In some cases, however, the incubation occupies a 
longer interval; and Dr. Heberlé, a practitioner of Hochfelden, 
recently related an instance, in point. Dr. Heberlé vacci- 
nated one of his nieces, aged five months, at the same time 
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with other children. At the expiration of a week, on exami- 
nation of the results of the operation, it was found to have suc- 
ceeded perfectly in every instance, except in his niece, a fine 
healthy child, whose arms presented no indications whatever of 
the incipient eruption. A fortnight afterwards, Dr. Heberlé 
was on the point of re-vaccinating the infant, when he per- 
ceived with considerable surprise that four unmistakeable pus- 
tules were forming on each arm. They attamed their full 
development in a few days ; and in order to test their true 
nature, the child was again vaccinated, but without effect, a 
sign that the first operation had been efficient. 

This interesting point of the history of vaccination leads us 
by an easy transition to a few short remarks on the subject of 
the epidemic of small-pox, which recently prevailed at Bor- 
deaux. The disease having continued indiscriminately to attack 
subjects who had been vaccinated, as well as those who had 
not submitted to this preventive procedure, the local authori- 
ties, in conjunction with the directors of the different hospi- 
tals, opened additional wards for vaccination and re-vaccination, 
and, with the assistance of the Society of Medicine and the 
entire body of Medical Practitioners, distributed vaccine-virus 
so liberally that the progress of the scourge has at last been 
arrested, and its severity mitigated. 

The activity displayed on this occasion by the Profession in 
Bordeaux will add a valuable chapter to Mr. Dubreuilh’s in- 
teresting history of vaccination in the Department of La 
Gironde ; and we must again express with Mr. Depaul a hope 
that the learned and laborious researches of Messrs. Dubreuilh 
and Crouigneau, may soon be published in extenso, and be 
widely circulated as models deserving of imitation. The his- 
tory of vaccine in each department, sketched with the same 
precision and truthfulness, would be invaluable in a scientific 
and administrative point of view. Seience would thus be 
supplied with most instructive documents, and the adminis- 
tration would acquire information calculated to suggest the 
measures most appropriate for the propagation of the preserva- 
tive virus throughout the entire empire. 


— The expectations we indulged in with regard to the re- 
sults of ovarian excision are confirmed by daily experiment, 
and demonstrate the correctness of the views boldly advocated 
at the Academy of Medicine by Professor Nélaton. Dr. 
Keeberlé, of Strasbourg, forwards to the Academy the particu- 
lars of a second case, in which he successfully removed an ova- 
rian cyst on the 29th of September last ; and Mr. Boinet also. 
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tommunicates a detailed account of a similar operation per- 
formed by himself with equal good fortune on a woman aged 
thirty. 

In the latter instance, the propriety of excision was indicated 
by the rapid development of the tumour, and the negative re- 
sults of puncture and iodine injections, which had been resorted 
to five times in as many months. The preliminary adoption of 
this mode of treatment shows that Mr. Boinet had recognised the 
existence of a unilocular cyst containing a watery fluid. The 
tumour was free from adhesions, a favourable circumstance 
which further encouraged the operator to attempt ovariotomy, 
and excision was performed on the 15th of September in the 
usual manner. After the entire removal of the tumour, Mr. 
Boinet inserted into the pedicle, behind the clamp, two silk liga- 
tures. The presence of an artery was previously discovered in the 
pedicle, and the blood-vessel thus escaped injury. Each thread 
formed a separate ligature, each including one-half of the attach- 
ment; as an additional precaution, another strong ligature 
embraced its entire circumference beneath the clamp, which 
was then removed. ‘The stump was placed in the inferior angle 
of the incision, and the wound was closed with three strong 
twisted sutures, including the peritoneum, fascia, cellular tissue, 
and integument. The pedicle was, moreover, secured with the 
lowest pin, and the edges of the incision were finally united by 
two metallic wires. 

The after treatment was similar to that usually prescribed by 
Mr. Baker Brown. One grain of extract of opium was exhibited 
every two hours at first, and subsequently at intervals of three 
hours ; the patient was warmly covered, and supported with 
beef-tea and wine. On the 18th, 19th, and 20th, the pins and 
wires were withdrawn. From this date cicatrisation progressed 
rapidly, and on the 21st October, less than five weeks after 
the operation, the members of the Academy were enabled to 
judge by personal inspection of the completeness of the cure 
effected by the operation. 


. — Hlectricity is a powerful agent of cauterisation and de- 
struction, but is equally efficient as a restorative, and, in our 
opinion, will some day occupy an important place in the list of 
the instruments of reparative surgery. It requires, however, 
to be more carefully studied, in order to be appreciated at its 
full value. This reason induces us briefly to allude to an ope- 
ration recently perfurmed in our presence by. Mr. A. Amussat. 

This expert surgeon had been applied to for an extensive in- 
jury of the perineum ; the rupture was complete, and included 


ART, 6328. ( 484 ) 


the integument, sphincter ani, and a considerable portion of 
the recto-vaginal partition. Each edge of the laceration mea- 
sured nearly two inches. On the 4th of October, Mr. Amus- 
sat cauterised the angle of the wound with a platinum wire at 
white heat ; the apparatus used was Grenet’s large-sized bat- 
tery. Two days after the operation, the patient -was enabled 
to walk ; cauterisation was again resorted to on the 15th, a 
platinum band a line and a-half in width, heated by the same 
means, was placed in contact with every part of the wound in 
succession, and a bag of ice was inserted into the vagina. A ~ 
bath was prescribed on the 17th. The eschars fell away on 
the 18th under the influence of poultices and repose in bed, 
and on the 21st the patient left for the country. 

We shall take an early opportunity of informing our readers 
of the final issue of the case; but we may even now prognos- 
ticate with almost absolute certainty that the suppuration and 
the subsequent contraction of the cicatrix will cause the gra- 
dual obliteration of the fissure, and that no sutures will be re- 
quired. The recto-vaginal partition will be integrally restored 
by the cauterisation, the sphincter ani will again embrace the 
intestinal aperture, and the patient will recover the power of 
retaining the feces. It may, at a later date, be expedient to 
inquire whether, by the application of the same method, the 
vulvar orifice may not be narrowed, and the dimensions of the 
perineum increased. 

This is not the first instance in which Mr. Amussat has re- 
sorted to this mode of cauterisation. In 1855, that surgeon 
already effected a cure in a case which was recorded in the 
Gazette des Hopitaux (December 8, 1855) ; the infirmity had 
lasted five years, and was of the most distressing character. 
On that occasion the forceps invented by Mr. Desgranges was 
used, in addition to galvanic cauterisation ; but Mr. Amussat’s 
subsequent personal experience has induced in his mind the 
conviction that, in most cases, ruptures of the perineum, at- 
tended with partial destruction of the recto-vaginal partition, 
may be remedied by the mere contraction of the scar. 
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Art 6329. 
HOSPITAL OF LA CHARITE. 
(MR. BEAU’S WARDS.) 
Granuar Angina. 


A patient was recently admitted into Mr. Beau’s ward, suf- 
fering from a disease common in private practice, but seldons 
observed in hespitals, and liable to give rise to errers ef diag- 
nosis, against which it is well te be ferewarned. 

We allude to Granular angina or Clergyman’s sore-throat. 

This affection, which has also been termed Granular or 
follicular pharyngitis waste Chomel and Marjolin a favourite 
subject ef study. Semewhat later Dr. Horace Green, of New 
York, published interesting 1esearches on its nature and symp- 
toms, and in 1857 Dr. N. Guéneau de Mussy wrete a valuable 
monograph on the same subject. Granular angina is the 
denomination preferred by Mr. Beau, because it includes all 
the ethers, and dees not suggest any feregene conclusions with 
regard to the much disputed question of follicles and glandules; 
it is a chronic disease, characterised by changes distinctly per- 
ceptible on inspection ef the fauces and posterier wall of the 
pharynx. In addition tothe generally congested condition of 
these parts, a dotted aspect of the mucous membrane is obser- 
vable ; over the velum pendulum are dispersed numerous 
semi-pellucid bead-like prominences, seldom of a red colour, 
and which have been compared to the seed or spawn of fishes ; 
the uvula is almost invariably enlarged and studded, as alse 
the tonsils, with similar granulations. These changes are espe- 
cially remarkable on the posterior wall of the pharynx, but by 
pressing down the tongue, the observer willsometimes be enabled 
to detect them also on the mucous covering of the epiglottis. 

Granular angina is especially met with in the male sex, and 
between the ages of twenty-five and thirty, and in order to 
account for the fact the influence of herpetic tendencies has 
been adduced ; indeed, according to Chomel and Mr. Guéneau 
de Mussy, herpetism would be the condition most favourable 
to the development of this form of sore throat. Mr. Beau 
does not absolutely reject this view—erysipelas, it is true, is 
occasionally observed on mucous surfaces, and herpetism, there- 
fore, may possibly be concerned in some slight degree in the 
production of the disease,—but yet the Professor of La Charité 
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thinks the matter deserves further and more careful investiga- 
tion ; herpetism, as Mr. Guéneau de Mussy understands it, is. 
so common a condition, that it would be proper to inquire 
whether it is not as frequent among persons not affected with 
granular angina, as among those who suffer from this disease. 
The causes are sometimes, but not always, easily. discovered, 
Chomel states that barristers, lecturers, singers, are subject to 
it, and Mr. Green adds that public preachers who in America 
often speak in the open air, are chiefly subject to the malady. 
To this list, Mr. Beau adds those persons who speak much 
fasting, or immediately after meals, and especially immoderate 
smokers, in whom the fauces are always in a congested state. 

Cold deserves a place among the causes of granular angina ; 

Mr. Beau adduced in illustration the case of a woman he 
attended several months ago, who, after exposure to cold, 
became affected with angina, which assumed a granular aspect 
on the fourth day. Cases of the kind are, however, exceptions. 
_ An uneasy sensation in the throat followed by frequent 
efforts to clear the fauces by hawking and coughing ; expee- 
toration of a globular, viscid, transparent character, and a 
change in the tone and power of the voice, such are the princi- 
pal symptoms of granular angina. A certain amount of 
dysphagia is also present; the difficulty of deglutition is not 
so painfully marked as in cynanche tonsillaris, but it exists 
distinctly. The disease frequently sets in in the first place in 
the nasal fosse, whence it extends to the pharynx and Kusta- 
chian passages. The nose is obstructed from the beginning. 
Thus Mr. Beau recollects the case of a recorder, stationed in a 
village, who, in order to while away his time, took tc smoking; 
coryza followed, and subsequently granular angina. ‘The 
patient discontinued the use of tobacco, and was soon entirely 
restored. 

One of the most singular effects of the affection is the enlarge- 
ment of the uvula; the surface of the organ, is of a deep red 
colour, and covered with voluminous granulations ; its size in- 
creases considerably, and its contact irritates the upper part of 
the larynx, and sometimes occasions a cough of so obstinate a 
character as to induce a belief in the presence of consumption. 
This prolapsus of the uvula was forty years ago regarded as mere 
relaxation, and the treatment of the symptom was exclusively 
confided to quacks. Relaxation of the uvula is now referred to 
its true cause, granular angina. One of Mr. Beau’s patients, an 
inveterate smoker, with a small appetite became affected with 
this varicty of sore throat; the uvula became hypertrophied, 
and by its constant contact induced: irritation of the glottis, 
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frequent cough, and even hemoptysis; emaciation followed, and 
the case was pronounced to be one of pulmonary tuberculosis. 
On inspection of the fauces, numerous granulations were 
observed in the throat, and the uvula was so elongated, as to 
present the appearance of a lumbric worm. This organ by its 
contact with the larynx was obviously the cause of the cough, 
a surmise fully confirmed by the further progress of the case ; 
Mr. Gerdy removed the uvula, and the thoracic ‘symptoms 
were immediately relieved. 

In some instances, the inflammation may, as we have stated, 
extend to the Eustachian tube and cause deafness. ga 

Other symptoms may be superadded to those of angina, such 
as debility, oppression, palpitations, indications of hypochon- 
driasis, sometimes even the globus hystericus, which, in Mr. 
Beau’s opinion, have not sufficiently attracted the notice of Dr. 
H. Green. Now these manifestations essentially belong to the 
dyspepsia which precedes the appearance of granular angina ; 
indeed, Mr. Beau conceives that the latter is often but a 
ternary affection grafted on a dyspeptic soil. According to the 
view he takes of the pathology of the subject, it is by pro- 
ducing dyspepsia that public speaking before breakfast, or im- 
mediately after a meal, brings on a granular condition of the 
throat in persons presenting herpetic tendencies ; this may 
distinctly be observed for tobacco-smoke, the most frequent of 
all the causes of granular angina. ‘The appetite fails first, and 
the granulations follow. If the use of tobacco is discontinued 
appetite is restored, and subsequently the granulations fade 
away. At the mineral-water stations, the return of appetite 
always precedes the disappearance of the angina, a fact which 
Mr. Beau adduces as a convincing proof that dyspepsia is at 
the bottom of the granular condition. 

The prognosis of the disease is generally favourable, although 
the Professor observed, in one instance, granular angina of long 
standing followed, under the influence of grief, by cancerous 
disease of the pharynx. In emaciated subjects, it may also 
induce a form of laryngitis, which soon assumes the aspect of 
phthisis laryngea, and has been called by Mr. Trousseau laryn- 
geal herpetic phthisis. Granular angina may likewise be com- 
plicated by asthma, or, to speak more correctly, by intermittent 
bronchial secretion consequent on reflex irritation of the lym- 
phatic system. But in most cases, granular angina has only 
one consequence of any importance—viz., it incapacitates the 
patient from prosecuting any profession in which vocal exer- 
tions are required. 

With regard to treatment, many local applications have been 
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recommended. Alum, calomel, nitrate of silver, in powder or 
in solution, have been resorted to for the purpose of modifying 
favourably the granular affections of the throat. Chomel had 
much faith in the efficacy of sulphurous gargles, and accord- 
ingly prescribed, as local remedies, the waters of Eaux Bonnes 
and Enghien, and Mr. Guéneau de Mussy advises those of 
Cauterets to be used in the same manner. Solutions of tannin 
and other medicinal fluids have also been introduced into the 
throat with the pulverizer, with good effects. But, said Mr. 
Beau, these various remedial agents can be but of secondary 
utility in a morbid condition habitually connected with, and 
governed by disturbance of the digestive functions ; the organs 
of digestion must, therefore, in the first place be attended to, 
and if the gastric suffering can be traced to any tangible cause, 
such as the immoderate use of tobacco, that cause must be re- 
moved. Gargles and mineral waters may afterwards be pre- 
scribed with advantage, and their efficacy will be increased by 
the previous improvement of the dyspeptic condition of the 
patient. 


ART. 6330. 
HOSPITAL SAINTE EUGENTIE. 


(MR. BOUCHUT’S CLINICAL CONFERENCES.) 


Efficacy of Tannin in a Severe Case of Scarlatinal Anasarca; 
with Albuminuria and Hematuria. 


We noticed in St. Margaret’s ward, a little girl, aged eight 
years, who had been admitted for anasarca attended with fever 
and hematuria. The parents stated that the child had had 
measles, and swelled glands, but there was no evidence to show 
that during the days which preceded her admission into hos- 
pital, any eruption of scarlatina had been observed. One of 
her sisters, however, appeared to have recently had scarlet 
fever, and the patient herself had complained of sore-throat. 
This piece of information, taken in conjunction with the fur- 
furaceous desquamation still observable on the skin, sufficiently 
attested the existence of confirmed scarlatina. 

The pulse was frequent (92), the urine was red and con- 
tained albumen, blood-corpuscles, tubes enclosing a consider- 
able number of oil-globules, and granular epithelial casts. The 
case was therefore one of renal, and not vesical disease. Tan- 
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nin was prescribed in gradually increasing doses from 24 to 15 
grains daily. Considerable improvement followed the exhi- 
bition of this remedy, and when the child left the hospital, the 
anasarca had disappeared, and although albumen might still be 
detected in the urine, no trace remained of the epithelial casts 
or of blood-corpuscles. 

Mr. Bouchut then offered a few remarks, suggested by this 
interesting case, on the pathology of albuminons nephritis. 

Acute desquamative nephritis though not common in early 
infancy is frequently met with in childhood, and presents the 
same characters as in the adult. It is often a complication or 
a consequence of scarlatina, in which renal usually accompanies 
cutaneous congestion. This may be the only change in the 
kidney, but in some cases the vascular or cortical portion of 
the organ becomes affected, and serious consequences may then 
be apprehended. We have enumerated’above the leading che- 
mical characteristics of the urine in cases of the kind, and need 
not allude to them at greater length. 

When induced by mere congestion, albuminuria consequent 
on scarlatina, but unattended with anasarca or hemorrhage, is 
assuredly curable; when the anatomical changes are of a 
deeper nature, the disease is more difficult to manage, but must 
not be represented as beyond the resources of art. In some 
instances, Mr. Bouchut has even observed a spontaneous cure, 
in spite of the formidable symptoms to which it had given 
rise. In the little patient who suggested the present remarks, 
he might therefore have refrained from active interference, but 
for the severity of the anasarca and albuminuria, and tannin 
was the medicine he gave the preference to on this occasion. 

Indeed Mr. Bouchut is of opinion that tannin is more effi- 
cient for the treatment of desquamative nephritis, than any of 
the remedies which have been recommended, such as milk- 
diet, Vichy water, broom-flowers, cinchona, arseniate of soda, 
sesquichloride or pyrophosphate of iron, &e. 

The dose may be gradually increased, in the case of children, 
from three or six grains to fifteen or thirty grains in the course 
of the day. Gallic acid, if preferred as more powerful, should 
be exhibited in doses at least one half less considerable. 
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ArT, 6381. 
HOSPITAL OF LA CHARITE 


(PROFESSOR VELPEAU’S WARDS). 


Hematic Tumour treated by Crushing.—Efficacy of Nitrate of 
Silver in Puriform Conjunctivitis—Remarks on Vegeta- 
tions. 


Mr. Velpeau recently received into his wards, a carter whose 
right leg had been injured by violent pressure from large stones, 
and was in consequence the seat of an enormous sanguineous 
effusion. The extravasation amounted to about eight ounces 
of blood, partly infiltrated and partly collected in a fluid state. 

With regard to prognosis, these two kinds of effusion widely 
differ from each other. Infiltrated blood is spontaneously ab- 
sorbed, a fact which accounts for the success of many discu- 
tient lotions ; collections of liquid blood, on the contrary,. per- 
sist with much obstinacy, and the Auid undergoes considerable 
changes in consistency and composition. It may be trans- 
muted into a serous collection, a hematic tumour, containing a 
chocolate-coloured matter, or a solid growth; whichever form 
it may assume, the effusion is not spontaneously absorbed, and 
is a cause of great anxiety to the patient. Now, blood effused 
into the cellular tissue being always readily removed by absorp- 
tion, it would obviously be advantageous to transmute a collec- 
tion of extravasated blood into a common sanguineous effusion. 
It is not impossible to attain this end by a theoretical view, 
the correctness of which is fully confirmed by practical ex- 
perience. By pressure applied in such a manner as to cause 
the cellular tissue to give way, numerous channels are opened 
for the escape of the accumulated fluid, and Mr. Velpeau has 
thus very frequently succeeded in effecting the desirable trans- 
formation. We have seen in his wards, patients in whom 
crushing of hematic tumours, produced the most rapid and 
beneficial results. One day’s rest, and a light roller applied 
over the part, constituted the entire after-treatment, after 
which the patients were dismissed without incisions, without 
inflammation, and without pain. The simplicity and efficacy 
of this method are truly alluring. It is not, however, appli- 
cable under all circumstances, and three conditions, which the 
surgeon should ever bear in mind, are necessary to its success. 
The size of the collection must be moderate, otherwise pressure 
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would lacerate the integument. The skin must also be free 
from wound, or injury of any kind, as the same accident might 
eccur ; and, finally the hematic tumour must repose on a solid, 
resisting, osseous surface. Some regions are in this respect 
privileged. The anterior aspect of the leg, the front of the 
knee, the clavicular region, and the skull admit readily of the 
needful pressure. But in the parts chiefly consisting in mus- 
cular structures, or resting on the thoracic or abdominal walls, 
the procedure if not utterly impracticable, is at least very diffi- 
eult of application. 

In the patient more immediately alluded to, the three con- 
ditions above enumerated were absent. The effusion was 
situated in the fleshy part of the calf of the leg ; the skin was 
excoriated, and the collection was considerable. Mr. Velpeau, 
however, deemed it expedient to make some attempt to break 
through the cireumambient cellular structures. He succeeded 
by careful and moderate shampooing of the limb, in reducing 
the tumour to one-half of its original size. Absorption set in 
gradually, and a complication arose which at first caused some 
anxiety, but eventully proved useful. An eschar on the skin, 
which had been dressed with poultices, and dusted with 
muriate of ammonia, fell away and placed the sanguineous col- 
lection in direct communication with the atmosphere. This 
accident was taken advantage of, and the remainder of the 
extravasated blood was by gentle pressure forced out through 
this aperture. A roller was afterwards applied, and the case 
proceeded favourably. When Mr. Velpeau related the above 
particulars, the swelling had disappeared altogether, no wound 
was perceptible, the patient complained of no pain, and a com- 
plete cure had been effected. 


— We also noticed in Mr. Velpeau’s wards, a young woman 
who for a week had been suffering from puriform conjuncti- 
vitis in both eyes. The right eye was first engaged : the 
patient was affected neither with leucorrhcea nor with gonor- 
rhoea, but had visited a family every member of which was 
suffering from ophthalmia. This circumstance, taken in con- 
junction with the progress of the case, sufficiently pointed to 
uncomplicated suppurative conjunctivitis. Of all puriform 
inflammations of the mucous membrane of the eye, this is the 
least severe. It is therefore highly desirable with respect to 
prognosis, to discriminate it from other varieties, and likewise 
in order to proportion the energy of treatment to the gravity 
of the disease. 

Mr. Velpeau, in suppurative ophthalmia, always has recourse 
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to nitrate of silver, but modifies the strength of the collyrium 
according to the requirements of each case. 

In the present instance a solution of two grains to the 
ounce was at first applied night and morning to the conjunc- 
tiva ; the amount of nitrate of silver was after three days in- 
creased to three grains, and a cure was effected in a week. In 
mild cases the same result may be attained with a solution of 
half a grain to two grains in an ounce of distilled water. In 
gonorrheeal ophthalmia, on the contrary, it is important to 
lose no time, lest the cornea should become engaged, a perfo- 
ration of that membrane entailing probable destruction of the 
organ. Mr. Velpeau recommends the lunar caustic to be ap- 
plied once a day over the entire surface of the conjunctiva, 
both on the lids and on the eye-ball, until the virulence of the 
disease has abated. The same treatment is applicable to the 
other kinds of puriform: ophthalmia, and a solution of half a 
drachm, or one drachm to the ounce, may be used instead of 
the solid lunar caustic. It is, of course, unnecessary to add, 
that, under all circumstances, the effects of the application 
must be carefully watched, in order that the purposes of treat- 
ment may not be exceeded ; it is even sometimes necessary to 
discontinue the use of the remedy, as it may possibly aggra- 
vate the symptoms and hasten the progress of suppuration of 
the eye-ball. 


— Warts and vegetations around the anus and organs of 
generation, may perhaps occasionally be the consequence of 
syphilis, but in many instances Mr. Velpeau opines that these 
growths are unconnected with the syphilitic taint. Amongst 
other cases Mr. Velpeau adduced the instance of a child of 
fourteen, belonging to respectable parents, and carefully edu- 
cated, in whom the entire margin of the anus was the seat of 
enormous vegetations. It was impossible in this case to be- 
lieve that they were the result of syphilitic contamination. 
On another occasion Mr. Velpeau attended a boy aged fifteen, 
who had not attained puberty, and yet presented numerous 
vegetations at the basis of the glans penis. Here again the 
specific nature of the affection did not admit of demonstration. 

The learned professor illustrated with these and other cases 
the remarks suggested by a consideration of the cases of 
two young girls who were admitted into the wards for the 
treatment of excrescences: similar in appearance, but possibly 
differing in their nature. One of the patients was aged fifteen, 
and from the various circumstances of her history it seemed 
all but certain that syphilis was entirely foreign to the produc- 
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tion of the growths, whereas the other case admitted of consi- 

derable suspicion. The same treatment was adopted in both 

instances. 

The larger vegetations were removed with curved scissors, 
and the operation was followed by the direct application of 
solid lunar caustic to the bleeding surfaces. A powder con- 
sisting of equal proportions of savin and alum was also dusted 
over the wounds and over the smaller vegetations spared by 
the scissors. Cakes of lint bearing the same preparation were 
then laid over all, and supported with an appropriate bandage. 

This dressing usually succeeds in causing the smaller excre- 
scences to fade away, and prevents a reproduction of those 
which have been removed. It is proper to prescribe in addi- 
tion a few warm baths, astringent lotions with alum or tannin, 
and when a strong presumption is entertained that the disease 
is due to syphilitic infection, mercurials must be resorted to. 


ART. 63382. 
AURAL SURGERY. 


‘MR. TRIQUET’S DISPENSARY. 
Catheterism of the Eustachian Passages. 


We remarked in our last number on the difficulties of Eus- 
tachian catheterism ; we now turn under Mr. Triquet’s guidance 
to a consideration of the accidents which may arise from the 
operation. 

These accidents may be local or general. 

The local accidents are the following: Laceration of the 
valve, which closes the inferior orifice of the nasal duct, an 
injury of very trifling importance, and involving but slight 
pain and the escape of a few drops of blood; sharp pain in- 
duced by the contact of the catheter, in persons in whom the 
Schneiderian membrane has acquired an extreme degree of 
irritability, in consequence of chronic or ulcerous coryza ; 
repeated sneezing may be caused by the presence of the 
instrument, and yield only when the membrane is accustomed. 
to its contact ; also more or less considerable epiphora, an in- 
evitable consequence of catheterism in children, women, and. 
nervous subjects. 

This morbid flow of tears is not undeserving of the atten- 


Art. 6332. ( 494 ) 


tion of the practitioner ; the copious discharge induced by the 
slightest contact with the Schneiderian membrane, the spas- 
modic contraction of the ocular muscles, the shrinking of the 
eyeball within the orbit, and the very great distress expe- 
rienced by the patient, might suggest a fear of serious conse- 
quences ; but these troublesome symptoms soon yield sponta- 
neously, and may be disregarded unless the patient be subject 
to ophthalmia, in which case inflammation of the eyes might 
be awakened by the nee of instruments into the 
nasal fossee, 

We should also snidleuiiaith among the other local accidents 
to which Eustachian catheterism may give rise, epistaxis, con- 
vulsive action of the soft palate, emphysema of the pharyna 
and larynx, laceration of the membrana tympani, and trau- 
matie otitis. 

Whether the mucous membrane has been merely grazed by 
the extremity of the catheter, or has been lacerated, a few 
drops of blood frequently escape while the catheter passes 
through the nasal fosse, and after the operation a considerable 
quantity of blood stains the patient’s pocket handkerchief. 
This liquid may flow into the pharynx and mouth, and be re- 
jected by efforts of exspuition. Hemorrhage is also frequently 
observed in persons whose pituitary membrane, in consequence 
of frequent colds, has become habitually congested. On the 
slightest contact with the instrument blood rushes forth with 
violence ; its escape is checked, it is true, with a little cold 
water, but the occurrence is an unpleasant one, and should if 
possible be prevented. The greatest caution and gentleness 
are therefore necessary in the management of the operation ; 
the instrument carefully chosen, should be heated in lukewarm 
water, and lubricated with albumen ; if the condition of the 
mucous membrane is not perfectly satisfactory, it would per- 
haps be requisite to substitute for the metallic catheter a soft, 
even, and flexible india-rubber tube, with a perfectly smooth 
extremity. 

In the old procedures of catheterism, the instrument inevi- 
tably came into contact with the soft palate, and almost in- 
variably caused spasmodic contraction of its muscular texture, 
attended with nausea, and even vomiting. Mr. Triquet’s new 
mode of operation entirely does away with this disagreeable 
effect, because the instrument, gliding in the inferior meatus, 
meets with the orifice of the Eustachian passage without ever 
touching the velum palati or pharynx. 

Spasmodic contraction of the soft palate, though not occa- 
sioned by direct irritation, may be observed in some highly 
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nervous individuals, when the catheter touches the mucous 
membrane, and more especially when it is on the point of 
penetrating into the Eustachian tube. During these occa- 
sionally violent contractions, the levator and tensor palati, 
which are both inserted around the orifice of the Eustachian 
duct, obstruct the passage so completely that the instrument 
cannot be inserted without effort. Sometimes the spasm occurs 
after the catheter has penetrated some short distance, the 
extremity of the instrument is forced back into the pharynx, 
and the operation must be recommenced. If the surgeon 
attempts to overcome forcibly the resistance of the contracted 
muscles, he may lacerate the mucous membrane, the consist- 
ency of which is often altered by chronic inflammation of 
a granular, catarrhal, or other nature. The injury inflicted 
is not at first apparent ; but during a sudden effort of deglu- 
tition, or injection of even a small quantity of air into the duct, 
the patient suddenly falls back in his chair, as if in the agonies 
of death. The finger rapidly inserted into the mouth, and 
pressed on the basis of the tongue, supplies at once the expla- 
nation of this alarming occurrence, and shows the presence of 
considerable emphysema beneath the pharyngeal mucous mem- 
brane, the larynx, and especially the thyro-epiglottic ligaments. 
The surgeon should not lose his presence of mind under these 
alarming circumstances, but, with the nail of the finger which 
presses on the tongue, lacerate one of the emphysematous 
tumours of the mucous membrane, the air then escapes with a 
hissing sound, and all peril is dispelled. 

It is evident that the aurist must be prompt and cool, as 
asphyxia is imminent. A fatal termination of this accident 
has occurred several times in London, when English surgeons 
were in the habit of using Kramer’s pump instead of the small 
blower now adopted. This kind of emphysema never has en- 
tailed death in France, although the alarming effusion of air 
alluded to has more than once been observed. Mr. Triquet 
met with an instance himself in the early days of his practice. 
It is impossible to foresee the occurrence of this accident, which 
clearly depends on a peculiar disposition of the mucous mem- 
brane, and on the existence of large follicles analogous to Mor- 
gagni’s lacune. The catheter, although guided by a gentle 
‘ and experienced hand, may penetrate into the gaping aperture 
of a follicle, and wandering from the proper direction, cause the 
injected air thus to pass into the cellular tissue, without any 
blame to the operator. 

Kramer's pump was, moreover, open to another objection— 
that of inducing the rupture of the membrana tympani. The 
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thinness of this membrane, contrasted with the power of im- 
pulsion of the engine invented by the Berlin Professor, readily 
accounts for the former frequency of its lacerations. It must, 
however, be acknowledged that the accident may be produced 
—rarely, it is true—by insufflation with the common india- 
rubber blower. Mare d’Espine states that he performed several 
thousand insufflations, and that twice only he caused a rupture 
of the membrana tympani, which entailed no serious conse- 
quences. 

Another injurious consequence of Eustachian catheterism, is 
traumatic otitis. In some very irritable subjects, the mere in- 
troduction of a bougie has been known to give rise to inflam- 
matory action, which afterwards was propagated to the drum, 
and required active treatment. Inflammation is in general the 
result of catheterism too frequently repeated. It is expedient, 
therefore, to be cautious, and to act precisely with as much 
prudence as in the case of catheterism of the urethra. 

_ The general accidents which may result from Eustachian 
catheterism are in the first place rigors and fever. Feverishness 
may be the consequence of more or less considerable nervous 
disturbance resulting from the operation, or may be sympto- 
matic of inflammation of the ear, caused by the local unl - 
tation. 

We shall conclude with a few brief remarks on the obstinate 
headaches complained of by nervous women who have long 
persevered in the daily use of the catheter. This excruciating 
headache usually disappears when the local measures of treat- 
ment are discontinued ; and in the contrary case, baths, country 
air, and absolute rest of mind and body, should be prescribed. 
It is unnecessary to add, that the regularity of the menses 
must be carefully watched over, and the hemorrhoidal dis- 
charge, in men subject to it, should be promoted by appro- 
priate remedies. The treatment of the affection of the ear 
should, in Mr. Triquet’s opinion, be resumed in autumn or 
spring, the seasons most favourable in general for the cure of 
all diseases. 
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MEDICAL CORRESPONDENCE. 


Art. 6333. INFLUENCE oF THE CLIMATE OF OROTAVA ON 
PULMONARY CONSUMPTION, AND ON VARIOUS DISEASES OF THE 
Mucous Mermsranes.—Dr. Chaillou, in noticing Mr. de Bel- 
eastel’s interesting pamphlet on the climate of the Canary 
Isles, and, the valley of Orotava, expressed a wish that. the 
assertions of an unprofessional though extremely intelligent 
author, might receive’ the confirmation of direct and reliable 
scientific observation. [I now respond to that appeal, and 
endeavour briefly to show that Mr. de Beleastel’s statements 
are in no respect. exaggerated. 

To begin with Tuberculosis. The disease is unfrequent in 
our population, which amounts to twenty thousand souls. 
None of my fellow-practitioners, and eight of us practice in 
the Valley, have any more than myself observed pulmonary 
consumption in subjects under twelve years of age, a fact 
which deserves the attention of persons residing on the conti- 
nent of Europe, and desirous of preserving children from the 
development of hereditary phthisis. With regard to adults, I 
can find but eight mstances of tuberculosis (three men and 
five women) in 596 cases, of which I have recently made an 
abstract. If we add to these eight unquestionable instances of 
consumption in its various stages, the case of a young man 
who now enjoys good health, but was twice attacked with 
hemoptysis, and two suspicious cases of chloro-angmia, a 
total of eleven will be reached out of 599 native invalids. As 
to those persons suffering from phthisis who repair to us from 
abroad, they generally come from the West Indies or from the 
north of Kurope. Some subjects are still im the incipient 
stage of the affection, whilst others are in a more advanced 
period of its evolution, when flesh and strength have already 
been lost. The distinction of the stage of the disease is an 
extremely important element in the correct appreciation of the 
influence of the climate. 

Patients in the early period of phthisis recover, or preserve 
a degree of health which implhes a stationary condition of the 
tubercular eruption. I could even adduce instances in which 
something more has been attained. I have cbserved foreigners 
suffering on their arrival im the island from frequent cough, 
and abundant expectoration accompanied by mucous zhonchi 
on both sides of the chest, in whom the physical signs entirely 
disappeared. J attend at present three patients, born in the 
most northern latitudes of Europe, who have wonderfully im- 
proved by a residence of ten months in our Valley, not only 
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as regards general health, but also the local condition of the 
lungs. J must, however, remark that improvement and @ jfor- 
tiori, recovery, have been usually observed during the first 
stage of phthisis only, when the constitution is not yet ex- 
hausted. In the greater number of consumptive subjects who 
repair to Orotava with the signs of softening, and more or less 
weakness and emaciation, the disease follows the same course 
as in Europe, and indeed seems to progress even more rapidly 
in lymphatic individuals, on whom the uniform tepidity of 
our climate operates in a weakening and relaxing manner. 

In an outburst of natural gratitude Mr. de Beleastel has 
viewed the climatg of Crotava exclusively with regard to its 
influence on pulmonary consumption, but other morbid condi- 
tions are also favourably modified by a residence in that 
locality. I may mention, for instance, chronic bronchial 
catarrh, vesical catarrh, obstinate dysentery, etc. Measles 
here are never followed by the sequelee so much dreaded in 
France, and the cough invariably ceases at the same time with 
desquamation. 

Chronic catarrh of the bladder, uncomplicated by any deep 
change in the mucous membrane, is generally cured at Orotava. 
I may adduce in illustration the case of a French artist, who 
recently applied to me for the treatment of vesical catarrh of 
several years’ standing. ‘The irritability of the bladder was 
such that the patient was obliged to pass water every hour 
throughout the night. The tenesmus has now almost entirely 
yielded, and the patient passes the entire night undisturbed. 
This result is entirely due to the climate, the treatment pre- 
scribed by myseif being in every respect similar to that. which 
for years had been unavailing in France. 

The constant uniformity of temperature, which varies at 
most six or eight degrees from early morning to the hottest 
hour of the day, is also extremely favourable to the cure of 
dysentery contracted in tropical latitudes, which is _per- 
petuated in Europe by the sudden and frequent changes of 
the thermometer. I have witnessed here the recovery of 
many such affections, and I may adduce as an example the 
case of an artillery officer who became ill on the coast of 
Africa, and experienced no relief from this dysentery for two 
years in the coolest provinces of Spain and Portugal. That 
gentleman, greatly reduced in mind and body, repaired to the 
Canary Isles, and was restored to perfect health by a few 
months’ sojourn at Orotava. 

These few remarks will, I trust, suggest to your numerous 
.eaders im»vortant practical inferences. I may, perhaps, be per- 
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mitted to add an observation which will naturally occur to every 
medical practitioner who is aware of the infinite and often. un- 
successful efforts of the host of patients who set out without a 
guide in search ofa kindly climate. It is surely not surprising 
that they should often meet with disappointment when in the 
midst of the progress of all kind which medical science so 
legitimately boasts of, climatology is so much neglected. 
Scarcely are the names of a few privileged localities known, 
and yet in the age of free trade and railway travelling, the 
careful stady of climates, and of their respective effects on the 
system, is doubtless a question of much interest. If I am not 
greatly mistaken, the idea is one of sufficient importance to 
attract ere long the most earnest attention of governments and 
of scientific men. 
Pers, M.D. 
Orotava, Canary Isles. 


SCIENTIFIC MISCELLANEA 


Art. 6334. PRESENTATION OF THE SHOULDER, PASSAGE OF 
THE Hanpd sND Corp; AVULSION of THE ARM. INDICTMENT 
FoR Matpractice.—The Journal de Medécine de la LotreInfe- 
rieure, one of the most interesting periodicals published in the 
departments, relates a case of malpractice, with comments from 
the pen of Dr. Aubinais, an eminent practitioner of the City of 
Nantes. 

A woman residing in the suburbs was seized with labour- 
pains on the 4th of March, 1862 ; after a short time the liquor 
amnu escaped, and the midwife in attendance discovered in 
the vagina a coil of the cord, together with the left hand of 
the infant. Pulsation was distinctly perceptible in the former, 
and the hand performed spontaneous movements, which de- 
monstrated that at that time, viz., eight o’clock, p.m., the child 
was still alive ; the baptismal water was poured over the hand, 
and the midwife endeavoured in the first place to push up the 
shoulder ; having failed in this attempt, she made an equally 
unsuccessful effort to turn the child. Mr. R**, an officiér de 
Santé, was then summoned, and reached the patient’s house at 
nine o'clock. It is impossible to ascertain whether the feetus 
at this hour was still living. Mr. R** attempted to turn, but 
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did not succeed. ‘The fatal idea then occurred to him of ap- 
plying to the arm tractions of so violent a character, that the 
os humeri was fractured, and the arm torn away. Matters 
were in this unsatisfactory position, when Mr. R** retired 
after advising the patient’s friends to send for a Doctor of 
Medicine. | 

The next morning at eight o'clock, Dr. Gélusseau and Dr. 
Aubinais, of Nantes, found the woman in the following condi- 
tion : her strength was unimpaired ; the labia were tumefied 
and bruised ; a cold and flaccid loop of the cord of the size of 
a grown person's hand extruded from the vulva, and presented 
no perceptible pulsation. The chest was so firmly impacted, 
and the shoulder so low, that the broken fragment of the 
humerus was distinctly felt with the finger between the labia. : 

The left arm, which had been torn away, was lying ona 
table. : 

At the same time the fibres of the uterus contracted strongly 
on the child, the presentation was forced firmly down, and it 
‘was impossible to push back the foetus or any part of its 
body ; a bath, belladonna, laudanum, or chloroform might 
doubtless have done good service, but none of these appliances 
were attainable, and the attempts to turn the child were 
promptly relinquished. The patient was allowed a short in- 
terval of rest, and the surgeons present were on the point of 
proceeding, with the assistance of Mr. Chenantais, to the lace- 
ration of the body of the foetus, when Mr. Aubinais resolved 
on making a last effort to turn the child. On this occasion 
he was more successful; he had the good fortune to meet with 
the feet, and delivered the woman of a still-born child of 
average size. 

The mother, it appears from the history of the case, did not 
suffer as much as might have been expected from the conse- 
quences of so laborious an ordeal. Contusion of the urethra 
and neck of the bladder was, however, produced, and also a 
certain amount of incontinence of urine which was still pre- 
sent twenty-five days after delivery, and showed itself under 
the influeuce of cough. 

Mr. Aubinais lays much stress on the great importance in 
similar cases of having recourse to turning without loss of 
time. “A more experienced obstetrician than Mr. R**,” says 
he, “although an hour had elapsed since the membranes had 
burst, when that gentleman saw the patient, would promptly 
have effected delivery ; but it is utterly inconceivable that Mr. 
-R** should have entertained the least hope of bringing the 
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case to a successful issue by violent traction of the arm. The 
head occupied the.right iliac fossa, and had no tendency to 
descend, and it was equally i impossible by this manceuvre to 
draw down the seat of the foetus. Spontaneous evolution was 
impracticable ; turning was the only resource, and Mr, R s 
fault was in not calling in more efficient assistance.” 

An action has been brought against the Officier de Santé 
R——. However, as it was not proved that the child was 
alive when the arm was torn away, the indictment for man- 
slaughter was set aside, and as the other counts merely referred 
to the effects of the malpractice on the mother, and its conse- 
quences on the urinary functions, Mr. R—— was condemned 


to six days’ imprisonment only, 1/. damages, and the costs of 
the trial. 





Art. 6335.—TreatTmest or Sprains.—Dr. F. Rizet, Sur- 
ceon of the 2nd Regiment of Engineers, has recently published 
a pamphlet (a) on the efficacy of shampooing in the treatment 
of sprains. “Finding myself,” says the author, “in a position 
particularly favourable to the frequent observations of sprains, 
in every degree, I determined on testing the value ofa method, 
which in the hands of quacks, has effected results attested by 
highly respectable authorities. My intention is not, of course, 
to defend the ignorant charlatans who have practised sham- 
pooing, but I cannot refrain from acknowledging my surprise 
at finding that this plan has been rejected by all the authors 
who have written on the subject of sprains, as utterly un- 
worthy of attention, and serviceable in mild rheumatic pains 
at most. I publish the results I have myself obtained by this 
system, as a protest against this partial view, and in order to 
bear ‘witness to the powerful action of the method. m 

Mr. Rizet, in the first place, presents a brief historical sketch 
of the practice of shampooing, and awards to Ribes and Bonnet, 
of Lyons, the credit of the first rational application of the pro- 
cedure. He alludes to the publication of Messrs. Lebatard, 
Gerard, Quesnoy, and Mery, and after relating the cases which 
have come under his personal observation, concludes, 1. That 
the efficacy of shampooing is proportioned to the promptness 
with which it is resorted to after the occurrence of the sprain. 
2. That it effects acure in single and in complicated cases, 
provided no fracture is present. 

The author’s cases are classed under two heads, viz., 1, recent, 


(a) Printed by Courtry, Arras. 
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and 2, chronic sprains. Among the former, we find six cases 
of sprain of the ankle, the most common of all varieties, The 
following are the particulars of the first :— 

eeSAL sergeant of the 2nd Regiment of Engineers, fell on the 
15th of January, in the staircase of the barracks. The left foot 
was everted, its inner edge supporting the entire weight of the 
body. The pain was excessive, and was followed by a degree 
of tumefaction so considerable as to efface the prominences of 
the malleoli: the ecchymosis extended over the back and 
inner side of the foot, which it was utterly impossible to put 
to the ground, and the patient fainted twice or three times in 
succession. On the evening of the accident, the foot was 
shampooed for half-an-hour, with much relief, and it was then 
possible to rest it on the floor. The swelling was much de- 
creased by the operation, and the malleoli became apparent. 
Had we acceded to the patients’ wishes, he would at once have 
left the infirmary, but we deemed it prudent to prevent his 
doing so. On the 2nd of January, shampooing was twice 
repeated for a quarter of an hour on each occasion ; the appli- 
cations of cold water which had been resorted to from the 
beginning were also persevered in. The ensuing night passed 
away without accident, and on the 3rd the shampooing was 
again performed, and movements were imparted to the joint, 
without causing any pain. Nothing but slight tumefaction 
now remained, and on the 8th the patient was discharged. 
I have frequently seen him since, and he assures me that the 
joint has perfectly recovered its functions, and that no pain or 
stiffness remains in the ankle.” 

The second case refers to a private in the same regiment, who 
fell on the staircase on the 18th of June; the right foot was 
violently twisted outwards, and in that position sustained the 
superincumbent weight of the body. Mr. Rizet, who saw the 
patient one hour after the occurrence of the accident, found 
the articulation very painful, and its movements extremely 
difficult. The skin was cedematous, red and hot, and the 
effusion was enormous, especially at the superior insertion of 
the extensor brevis digitorum. The reduction was very pain- 
ful. In the course of the day the parts were shampooed three 
times, and the pressure of the palm of the hand on the tume- 
fied tissues was increased on each occasion. On the 19th the 
- swelling and pains ceased, and the patient was enabled to 
walk ; on the 21st he returned to his duty. 

The method is therefore unquestionably beneficial in recent 
sprains, but it may also effect a cure in chronic cases, an 
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assertion which Mr. Rizet ulustrated by three instances, two of 
which refer to sprains of the hand, and one to a sprain of the 
astrogalo-scaphoid articulation. The latter ‘was caused by a 
stumble, and had lasted between six and seven weeks. Dr. 
Petitgand, a colleague of Mr. Rizet, shampooed the foot for 
three-quarters of an hour, an operation “which was repeated for 
two days, and during an equal space of time. On the evening 
of the third day, the patient who had previously had the 
greatest dithculty in standing, walked without imconvenience 
and without any return of the swelling. 

In this instance, the foot, in the interval of the manipula- 
tions, was supported with a tight roller, and Mr. Rizet thinks 
himself justified in asserting that methodical pressure, which 
is beneficial after shampooing in chronic sprains, is not only 
useless, but injurious in cases of recent occurrence. 

Shampooing removes suffering more promptly than any 
other mode of treatment, although the first application of the 
fingers and palm of the hand to the injured part causes a sen- 
sation of pain which lasts from five minutes to half-an-hour. 
This should not, however, deter the operator ; the pain thus 
induced differs in character from that resulting from the injury, 
which endures from two to five days, and is aggravated by all 
the movements imparted to the joint. The swelling is also 
efficaciously reduced by friction, a fact of which the surgeon 
becomes promptly sensible, and by restoring the extravasated 
fluids to the circulation, the procedure obviates the formation 
of obstinate induration of the fibrous tissues. 

The average duration of the treatment is shorter than that 
of the method recommended by Dr. Baudens; cold water 
applications, ice and evaporating lotions do not. effect their 
purpose under a fortnight, and Burggraeve’s immovable 
bandage appled immediately after the accident, must be left 
undisturbed for ten days at least before any beneficial effects 
can be expected. ‘The average duration of treatment by sham- 
pooing was four days and a-half in the cases published by Mr. . 
(uesnoy, surgeon-in-chief of the military hospital of Versailles, 
three days and a-half in Mr. Lebatard’s cases, and in Mr. Rizet’s 
practice, three days for the entire number of patients, and four 
days and two thirds for sprains of the ankle and knee joint 
only. 

The following are Mr. Rizet’s instructions for the efficient 
performance of shampooing :— 

The surgeon may begin by the gentle and cautious applica- 
tion of the thumbs over the swelled parts, and then rub the 
surface with the palm of his hands, from below upwards. 
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This second stage of the process is what Mr. Girard more 
specially calls shampooing. The fingers should be drawn along 
the natural depressions and grooves of the region. The hand 
of the operator should previously be lubricated with some lini- 
ment, in order to cause less pain and equalise the friction. 
Some slight movements may then be imparted to the joint, 
for the purpose of restoring its action and enabling the surgeon 
to judge of the immediate results attained. Of course these 
movements should be communicated with prudence, and never 
be carried so far as to induce pain. 


Arr. 6336. Erricacy or Genatinous Barus i a CAsE OF 
Invererate Lichen Compricarep sy Rerpex Spasmopic 
Muscunar Conrraction.—The Annales de la Société Médico 
Chirurgicale de Liege relates an interesting case of lichen which 
gave rise to singular reflex symptoms. The patient, a lady 
aged forty seven, under the care of Dr. Goffart, had for upwards 
of twenty years been afflicted with an obstinate eruption of 
lichen on the inferior extremities. 

Up to the last year, the disease merely consisted in a few 
patches on the legs, and occasioned inconvenient irritation only 
in the spring and fall of the year, when recrudescence invariably 
took place. For the last twelve months however, the patches 
gradually increased in extent, the papule spread to the lumbar 
region, and at present the lower half of the trunk is the seat 
of the eruption. On the legs the affection presents the most 
characteristic symptoms ; the skin is thickened, dry and corru- 
gated ; its surface is deeply furrowed, and covered with irre- 
gular squame. In addition, circumscribed 'lichenoid patches, 
or isolated papules, interspersed with small black crusts and 
sanguineous trails produced by scratching, are observable in 
other parts, and all over the thighs and back. 

Simultaneously with the aggravation of the cutaneous 
disease, the legs became at intervals stiff and weak, a condition 
which always accompanied increased severity of the eruption, 
or of the itching produced by it. From March last the patient 
lost the power of walking, the thighs and legs contracted, even 
passive extension became impossible, and although the pain 
caused by the lichen was sufhcient to draw tears from the suf- 
ferer, the muscular contraction in no wise resulted from an 
- instinctive desire of placing the limbs in a less distressing atti- 
tude. | 

Mr. Goffart had no reason to suspect the presence of disease 
of the nervous system, and taking into consideration the evi- 
dent connection existing between the muscular contractionand 
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the cutaneous irritation, pursued a line of treatment calculated 
to appease the affection of the skin, which he deemed the 
cause of the nervous disturbance. He prescribed therefore, in 
addition to appropriate diet, bicarbonate of soda, and embro- 
cations on the legs, with a liniment containing belladonna. 
These remedies having failed in producing more than tem- 
porary alleviation, arsenic was exhibited with benefit as to the 
eruption on the back. But the condition of the legs was un- 
changed, and no amelioration yet appeared in their contracted. 
state. Gelatinous baths were then resorted to, with the 
greatest success. After the third bath the patient was able 
to extend her limbs, and walk, the contractions having yielded 
together with the irritation of the skin. ‘This improvement 
was observed in the middle of June ; the baths were persevered 
in to the end of July, when the surface of the skin became 
softer, and more moist; the spasmodic contraction has not 
since returned. : 


Arr. 6337. Treatment or ENuarcep Crrvical GLANDS. 
—Cervical adenitis is seldom primary, but as Mr. Velpeau - 
remarks annually at his lectures, is generally induced by some 
local excoriation or irritation of the scalp, by dentition or the 
decay of teeth, &c. Yet although the impetiginous eruption 
may have been cured, although the hollow tooth which has 
caused the enlargement of the lymphatics, has been extracted, 
the hypertrophy of the gland not unfrequently persists, and in 
some instances, moreover, the tumour cannot be traced to any 
injury of the adjacent parts. Discutients are then resorted to, 
but the skin is often impervious, and does not admit of the 
penetration of the medicinal agent, and the only effect result- 
ing from the applications prescribed, is frequently erythema of 
the integument. The Vienna practitioners would seem to have 
discovered the means of overcoming these difficulties, and of 
introducing drugs into the circulating system of the affected 
parts by a safer channel, and in a manner more consonant with 
anatomical data. Thus, according to the Gazette Médicale de 
Lombardie, Dr. Schonfeld effected a cure in several cases of 
enlarged cervical glands, by prescribing iodized powders or 
ointments to be applied to the mucous lining of the nostrils, 
mouth or pharynx, whence chiefly originate the lymphatics 
which terminate in the glands of the neck. 

The Editor of the Gazette Medicale de Lyon, commenting 
on this statement, remarks that the practice of treating bubo 
by mercurial frictions on the foreskin and the sides of the 
penis is extremely old, “so old,” says Mr. Diday, “that it is 
now-a-days almost entirely forgotten.” 
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ART, 6338. ConcenTRaTeD Tar-waTER, or Exatine.—In 
catarrhal affections the balsamic substances procured from the 
waste of fir timber, have always been considered as extremely 
efficacious, and at the close of the sixteenth century their 
popularity attained its full height. Although since that 
period these medicinalagents have lost a portion of their repute, 
they still preserve a strong hold on popular favour. 

Indeed, daily experience confirms the utility of this class of 
medicines, which is loudly proclaimed in all standard works on 
therapeutics, It must, however, be acknowledged that they 
are not as generally employed as they deserve to be, on account 
of their nauseous flavour, and the necessity of swallowing an 
enormous quantity of a repugnant beverage in order to convey 
into the system even a few particles of the active ingredient. 
When Bishop Berkeley, whose work we shall allude to on 
another occasion, and his contemporary Prior, proclaimed the 
virtues of tar, and almost represented it as a universal panacea, 
they expressed a hope that at some future day it might be 
possible to exhibit the remedy in some palateable shape. That 
hope is now realised, and we hasten to avquaint our readers 
with the existence of a new preparatiou, which henceforth 
will be used as a substitute for tar-water. 

Concentrated tar-water or Elatine (from the Greek eaarn, 
fir.), possesses all the virtues, and none of the disadvantages of 
the active ingredient. The colour is that of Madeira wine, its 
taste and flavour are pleasant ; elatine has all the perfume of 
the fir-grove, and the aromatic pungency of tar as it escapes 
from coniferous woods. 

It is needless to expatiate on the uses of this substance, 
which are the same as those of tar. It is taken at meals, 
mixed with wine, and between meals, pute or diluted with 
honey and water, milk or tea. As a hemostatic it should be 
exhibited every two hours, in two ounce doses, until the ces- 
sation of the hemorrhage. 


Arr. 6339, Hysreria. VALERIANATE oF ArRopra.—Mr. 
Morpain relates in La France Médicale, the case of a young 
woman, aged twenty-three, in whom Mr. Michéa prescribed. 
the valeriante of atropia with much success, for the cure of 
hysterical paroxysms. 

_The neurosis was in this instance aggravated by the effects 
of blood-letting ; the fits returned every five days, three and 
four times in the twenty-four hours, and assafoetida, cinchona 
and. sesquioxide of iron had in vain been exhibited. 

From the 8th to the 15th of January 1861, the patient took 
daily the sixtieth part of a grain of Valerianate of atropia. The 
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treatment was discontinued on the 16th, and two fits occurred 
on the 18th; from the 22nd to the 29th the medicine was 
resumed, at a dose twice more considerable than at first, and 
was left off on the 30th, on account of the presence of dilata- 
tion of the pupils, and some slight diplopia. The remedial 
agent was again administered for ten weeks, separated by in- 
teryals of eight days, but only at the dose of 1-60th grain for 
each day, and up to the 20th of April, 1862, upwards of twelve 
mors-hs after the cessation of the treatment, no fresh attacks 
had taken place. 


PRESCRIPTIONS AND FORMULAS. 


Arr. 6340. Lrucorruaa; InsEctions.—Dr. Solari, for- 
merly an Interne of the Hospitals of Paris, has recently published 
a pamphlet (a) on the subject of Leucorrheea ; the following 
is a brief abstract of the advice offered by the author to women 
suffering from uterine disease : 

Leucorrhcea may often be averted by proper care, and nu- 
tritious diet. It is ali-important to prevent the cervix uteri 
from remaining in contact with morbid secretions, which irri- 
tate its surface, and not unfrequently brings on ulceration. 
Should simple hygienic measures prove insufficient, surgical 
interposition becomes necessary for the detection of the causes. 

Discharges of this description may often be cured by tonics 
or by anodynes. 

In mild cases injections of alum, of lq. plumbi acetatis 
diluted in a large quantity of water, or of sulphate of zinc, 
may be resorted to with benefit. The double sulphate of alu- 
men and zinc, a new salt discovered by Mr. Homolle, is fre- 
quently advantageous, and in most cases relieves uncompli- 
cated leucorrheea. 

The following are the average proportions of Mr, Solari’s 
astringent injections :— 


R. Aluminz et Potassze Sulphatis, 3j. 
Aqua, 3vij. 


R. Zinci sulphatis, ss ; 
Aque, 3vij. 


(a) Delahaye, Paris, 
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R.. Liq, Plumbi acetatis, Zy ; 
Aquee, 3x. 


B. Aluminee Sulphatis, Zij—3vj ; 
Aquee, Oi). 


BR. Alumine et Zinci Suilphatix 3jJ—AIY 5 
Aqee, Oij. . 


In obstimate cases an injection consisting of fifteen or thirty 
grains of tannin in three ounces of glycerine, has often prdved 
successful, 

Sulphate of zinc combined with tannin, or dissolved in a 
fluid containing this substance, such as decoction of walnut- 
leaves, of gall-nuts, of the bark of the pomegranate tree, cin- 
chona, or oak, may also be resorted to with benefit. The dose 
should be about eight grains to a pint. 

The vegetable decoctions above mentioned are likewise most 
useful, especially when leucorrheea depends on want of tone of 
the organs of generation. 

In cases of “this kind, Mr. Solari prescribes internally a 
table-spoonful of syrap of cinchona or of bark wine, to be 
iaken half an hour before the two principal meals, and in 
addition, if digestion is torpid, fifteen grains of pepsine, 
together with iodide of iron, in syrup or sweat-meate, the pre- 
parations most readily tolerated by the stomach. 

In obstinate cases, myjections must be set aside, and the 
patient must submit to the introduction into the vagina of 
plugs impregnated with appropriate medicated agents. 


Art. 6341. Exureirion oF Preparations or Try in 
GonorrH@sa.—The price of tris-nitrate of bismuth having in- 
ereased nearly a hundred-fold within the last few years, several 
practitioners have sought for a substitute in preparations of 
tin. Experiments lave been instituted on the subject at the 
Hotel-Dieu, by Professor Trousseau, but without success. 
Dr. Calvo states in the Union Medicale, that the oxychloride, 
phosphate, and tannate of tin are extremely efficacious in the 
early stage and at the decline of gonorrhcea, and also in gleet. 
The oxychloride especially, is not, according to the author, 
liable to produce troublesome irritation of the urethra, such as 
follows the protracted use of imperfectly washed tris-nitrate 
of bismuth. ‘The following are Mr. Calvo’s favourite pre- 
scriptions : 


1. BR Aq. ross, Ziijss. ; 
Stanni oxychloridi, 3ij. 
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2. R. Aq. rose, Ziijss. ; 
Stanni phosphatis, Jiss. 

a BR Aq. rose, Ziliss. ; 
Stanni tannatis, ss. 


Three injections of either of these fluids should be daily 
performed. 


Art. 6342. CHuap Breer ror THE Use oF Worxmen.— 
The Journal des Connaissances Meédicales reproduces trom the 
columns of the Moniteur des Sciences Utiles, the receipt of a 
fermented beverage which, in the present state of the corn 
market, would barely cost three halfpence per gallon. 

It is prepared as follows: place in a large vessel thirty 
pounds weight of rye, and add tepid water] in sufficient 
quantity to keep it constantly moist ; stir twice in twenty-four 
hours. Germination is thus induced, and as soonas the buds. 
have acquired a length of five lines, the corn is casked in an 
eighteen gallon barrel, with half a pound of yeast. The next 
day, eight gallons of ,hot water are added, and the mixture is 
stirred with a cleft stick. The same quantity of hot water is 
poured in on the morrow, the cask is filled and bunged on the 
‘ third day, and five days after the liquid is fit for drinking. 
This beer is light and refreshing, and should be drawn off in 
a fortnight in summer, and in three weeks in winter, as it 
would otherwise acquire a sharp and unpleasant flavour. 


Art. 6343. Preparation or Bark Wine.—The deside- 
ratum in bark wine, is not so much a more or less considerable 
amount of quinine, as the presence of an aggregate of tonic 
ingredients calculated to restore strength to debilitated consti- 
tutions. In this respect, the pale bark or grey cinchona is 
unquestionably preferable to the other varieties. Mr. Labat, an 
ingenious chemist who has devoted much attention to this 
subject, after considerable research, has attained results which 
are fully confirmed by clinical experience. Mr. Labat has, 
moreover, ascertained that old wines which have lost their 
colouring matter, and yet retain 16 or 18 per cent. of 
alcohol, are the most appropriate for the preparation. Malaga 
wine, for instance, is extremely suitable. It is not decomposed 
by the tannic acid of the bark, which is, on the contrary, dis- 
solved in as large a proportion as possible. The alcohol, acids, 
and water of the wine are excellent solvents of the quinates 
of quina and cinchonia, of the quinate of lime, and the red- 
cinchonic acid, and what is more important, they take up the 
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red-cinchonate of cinchonia, which is dissolved in very small 
proportions by common wines. : 


Art. 6344. Erricacy or Conium iv Coronic ARTHRITIS.— 
The Bulletin de Thérapeutique states that Dr. Laboulbene, 
physician of the hospitals of Paris, has prescribed the follow- 
ing preparations with much benefit, in several cases of 
scrofulous arthritis affecting a single joint, and attended with 
painful swelling of the adjacent parts : 


Conium Pills. 


BR Pulv. coni., Y . 4; 

Extr. conii., gut Ds 

M. F. s. a.15 pills. 
Conium Pomade. 
R Extr. conu, dij. ; 


Adipis, 3}. M 


Two, taree, and four pills should be taken each day in suc- 
cession. | The ointment should be rubbed in night and 
morning. 

Mr. Laboulbene conceives that conium decreases the 
turgidity and tenderness of the affected parts, and in five . 
cases the duration of that habitually tedious form of scrofula 
was notably abridged. 


Art. 6545. 
LEARNED SOCIETIES. 


Acapemy or Scrmnces.—The accuracy of the theory of 
Dupasquier on the utility of the presence of carbonate of lime 
in water has been questioned at the Academy of Sciences by 
Mr. Grimaud, of Caux. This theory, supported by Chossat’s 
experiments on inanition, and by Mr. Boussingault’s researches 
on nutrition, is based on the fact that these carbonates neu- 
tralise the acids contained in the stomach, stimulate the mucous 
membrane, and are invariably prescribed with benefit in cases 
of acidity and gastric disturbance. It is further borne out by 
the circumstance that nutrition, in certain animals, cannot be 
performed in a satisfactory manner unless a small amount of 
carbonate of lime has been added to the food. 
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According to Mr. Grimaud, this theory is erroneous. Its 
general application is, moreover, fraught with danger, and the 
presence of carbonate of lime in drinkable water is not useful, 
but injurious. 

Mr. Grimaud grounds his assertions on one sohtary case, 
borrowed from the thesis presented by Mr. Guérard on the 
occasion of the competition for the chair of hygiene, in 1852. 
“So long,” says Mr. Guérard, “as the quantity of lime con- 
tained in the water does not exceed five parts in ten thousand 
it may be considered as favourable to the healthy accomplish” 
ment of the digestive functions. Some persons, however, can- 
not without inconvenience drink habitually water containing 
even a small amount of this salt. I am acquainted with a 
gentleman, who, during a residence of several years in the city 
of Dieppe, invariably suffered from diarrhoea and gastric dis- 
turbance whenever he drank the calcareous water supplied by 
the fountains of the town, unless it had previously been boiled.” 
This fact may, of course, be possibly referrible to an entirely 
personal predisposition ; but it is, in Mr. Giraud’s opinion, 
quite sufficient to justify the competent authorities in the 
adoption of certain premature measures with regard to the dis- 
tribution and use of calcareous waters. 


AcaDEMY oF Mepictnn.—Mr. Devergie, in the name of a 
commission, consisting of Messrs. Bouillaud, Poggiale, and 
himself, reported on a memoir presented by Messrs. Despinoy 
and Garreau, of Lille, on the composition and properties of 
extracts of cod-liver. 

A careful examination of the chemical researches of the 
authors has led the’ reporter to the conclusion that the curative 
effects of cod-liver oil are not due to the chlorine, iodine, bro- 
mine, or sulphur, it may contain. ‘Thus, Messrs. Despinoy 
and Garreau have prepared a watery extract containing a con- 
siderable amount of these elements, and yet its efficacy was 
inferior to that of the oil from which they had been derived, a 
practical result deserving of attention. As to the therapeutic | 
value of Messrs. Despinoy and Garreau’s new compounds, their 
effects would be less powerful than those of the oll, although 
analogous in nature ; and as they are dispensed in the shape 
of pills, they mey be exhibited with benefit to patients who 
cannot conquer their distaste for cod-liver oil. 


— Mr. Gallard read a paper on poisoning by strychnia viewed 
with regard to therapeutics and forensic medicine. The author 


opines that the quantity required to destroy life varies between 
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one-sixth of a grain and one grain. Severe symptoms may he 
induced by one-sixth or one-third of a grain, but the smallest 
dose hitherto known to have been fatal is half a grain. If the 
stomach contains food, a large amount may possibly prove in- 
nocuous. : 

A much more considerable quantity may be swallowed with 
impunity, if divided and exhibited at sufficiently distant in- 
tervals. 

The symptoms generally commence a short time after the 
poison has been taken, their progress is rapid, and death fol- 
lows in a few hours. When a recovery takes place, it is in 
most instances complete in the course of one or two days. 

The leading pathognomonic is the tetanic convulsion which 
is spontaneously and repeatedly produced, and is aggravated or 
brought on by the slightest contact, or even by noise. Previ- 
ously to the occurrence of the spasms the patients, however, 
are able to move and to walk. 

In the section of the paper devoted to therapeutics, Mr. 
Gallard does not confine himself to the human subject ; he has 
also instituted numerous experiments on animals, with a view 
to the discovery of an efficacious antidote to strychnia. Suc- 
cessive researches on the power of curare, atropia, conia, chlo- 
roform, and aconitina, have led him to the conclusion that the 
latter is the only substance which seems to counteract the 
effects of strychnia (a). 


—— Mr. Baldou read a long paper on the application of hy- 
dropathy to the treatment of insanity. This difficult question 
has been referred for investigation to a commission, of which 
Messrs. Falret and Girard de Cailleux are members. We 
shall therefore have an opportunity of reverting to the subject, 
and for the present we merely reproduce the following con- 


cluding remarks of the author : 
“ T have never used the douche or bath as a means Of. kw 


(a) Professor Kurzak opines that tannin exhibited in time is the 
most effective antidote of strychnia; and we find in an article on the 
subject, published by the Jouznal de Chimie Médicale, that the dose 
of tannin must be at least 25 or 30 times greater than that of the 
poison. The tannin may be at once obtained from powdered oak- 
galls, an infusion of which may afterwards be administered. When 
the quantity of strychnia taken has been small, black tea, or coffee, 
which is somewhat less efficacious, may be prescribed w.th advan- 
tage. Oak-bark, acorns, horse-chesnuts, or willow-bark, tormentilla 
or bistort roots, also contain a large amount of tannin, and may be 
used as substitutes for oak-galls—Tu Epitor. 
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midation, ‘This principle of treatment should, in my opinion, 
be less frequently resorted to than certain authors have recom- 
mended, but I by no means reject it altogether. 

“T make the same reservations with regard to the douche, 
which I replace by the wet head-piece. 

“The powerfully sedative effects of the wet sheet will, in 
most instances, be a useful substitute for venesection, regarded 
by most writers on the subject of insanity as dangerous ; this 
procedure combined with tepid baths lasting from two tv four 
minutes, will always be found preferable to protracted immer- 
sion in warm water.” 


— Mr. Bonjean (of Chambéry) has forwarded the following 
letter to the President of the Academy : 

“Chambery, October 18th, 1862. 
“Mr. PREsIDENT,— 

“T beg to communicate some new facts, in illustration of 
the utility of ergotine for the cure of the diarrhoea which 
affects troops during a campaign. 

_ “Epgotine had already been employed with much success 
in 1853, in Geneva, for the removal of the dysentery conse- 
quent on typhoid fever; the favourable results obtained in 
this affection were communicated by Messrs. Rilliet and Lom- 
bard, physicians of the Civil Hospitals, to the Medical Society 
or Geneva, from which I received the information. 

“The following year De Fontayrac, of Eymet (Dordogne), 
published in the Journal des Sciences Médicales pratiques de 
Montpellier, Vol. VI, p. 293, and Vol. VII, pp. 242 and 350, 
1854, and January 28, 1857, a series of interesting cases of 
chronic dysentery, in which a cure was effected by the exhibi- 
tion of this remedy. Ergotine was administered in a half a 
drachm dose in a fonr ounce mixture, to be taken in table- 
spoonfuls in the course of the day, and the author compares 
the power and promptness of action of the drug in chronic 
diarrhoea and dysentery, to that of quina in intermittent fever. 

‘If my readers,’ says he, page 349, ‘will recollect. that 
before having recourse to Mr. Bonjean’s ergotine, I had in 
every instance employed anodynes, astringents, and narcotics, 
and in most cases in vain, the comparative superiority of ergo- 
tine will become as evident to others as it is to myself,’ 

“The Gazette Médicale of Paris, August 4, 1852, reports a 
very remarkable case of cure in a woman suffering from 
chronic dysentery, which had resisted every measure of treat- 
ment, and was looked upon by the medical attendant 2s be- 
yond the resources of art. 
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“Tp 1855 Dr. S. Massola, of Chambéry, first-class military 
surgeon in the expeditionary force in the Crimea, also em- 
ployed ergotine with great benefit for the relief of the chronic 
diarrheea consequent on the cholera, the weakened but not 
exhausted poisonous principle of which still lurked at Bala- 
clava. Fifteen hundred of the two thousand patients lying in 
the depot and temporary hospitals in July and August, 1855, 
were affected with the epidemic diarrhcea, and all the remedies 
at the disposal of the physicians were fruitlessly exhibited 
before ergotine was administered. Dr. Massola presented a 
memoir to the Academy on the subject on the 5th of August, 
1856. 

“These various facts have recently received further confir- 
mation in Spain, the Government of that country having 
acceded to my request, and instituted experiments for the pur- 
pose of testing the efficacy of ergotine. J have received from 
H. E. the Spanish Ambassador in Paris the following official 
communication, dated October 12th : 

“<The Inspector-General of Hospitals of the Army of Africa 
having given orders for the use of Mr. Bonjean’s ergotine, in 
the hospitals of Ceuta and Tetuan, Surgeon Don Mariano An- 
drea has forwarded a report, whence it appears that ergotine 
has been found a useful remedy in passive diarrhcea ; also in 
those forms of intestinal disturbance commonly observed 
among encamped troops, and usually premonitory of epidemic 
cholera.’ ” 

“T submit, Mr. President, that it might perhaps be advis- 
able to convey these facts to the knowledge of the Minister of 
War, and to suggest the propriety of instituting a similar in- 
quiry in Algeria, in Mexico, etc., where our soldiers are liable 
to be affected with epidemics of this description, for which 
ergotine would appear to be a more efficacious remedy than 
the other modes of treatment in present use. 

‘Whatever be your decision, I congratulate myself on hav- 
ing, by persevering research, succeeded in supplying thera- 
peutics with an agent of so decidedly useful a character, and 
on having given publicity, in the general interest, to its mode 
of preparation. 

“ Trusting that the Academy will receive this communica- 
tion with its customary kindness, I remain, etc., 

“ J. BonsgEAN.” 


— Amongst the memoirs forwarded to the Academy, we 
must also notice a paper by Mr. de Piétra Santa on solitary 
imprisonment. 
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Mr. de Piétra Santa advocates the preservation of cellular 
confinement, viz., bodily separation, impossibility of promis- 
cuous intercourse, and of bad advice, combined with attempts 
at moral improvement, but he objects to the absolute isolation 
of criminals whatever be the system adopted, whether it be 
the French, Auburn’s, or the Philadelphia system, as injurious 
to, and ultimately destructive of the mental faculties of man, 
who is the image of the Creator. 


Society oF Suraury, -— Mr. Guyon exhibited before the 
Society a patient in whom he effected a cure of onychia by a 
new procedure. 

The authors method consists in liberating and unfolding 
the exuberant flesh, and reapplying it after removing a portion 
of the soft parts of the toe. For this purpose two transverse 
incisions are performed at each extremity of the swelling, 
which is then everted so as to expose the ulceration at the 
margin of the nail ; a deep longitudinal division joins the two 
former, so as to give rise to a square flap, the basis of which is 
at the edge of the nail, the superior surface being formed by 
the ulcerated integument. The surgeon then removes beneath 
the flap a portion of the soft textures of the toe, leaving a 
vacant space in which the flap is inserted and secured with 
three sutures. 

Cold water dressings are applied to the wound, On the 
third day the sutures are removed, the ulceration heals, the 
nail is found to be entirely freed from the exuberant flesh, and 
the toe resumes its natural aspect, a linear scar being the only 
trace left of the operation. 





BIBLIOGRAPHY. 


Art. 6346. Traité Pratique de Médecine Légale Rédigé 
D apres des Observations Personnelles (A Practical Treatise on 
Medical Jurisprudence, based on Personal Observation), by J. 
L. Casper, M.D., Professor of Medical Jurisprudence at the 
University of Berlin, expert of the Courts, ete. Translated 
from the German, under the direction of the Author, by Gustave 
Germer-Batlliere, Esq. (a) 


Good example promptly bears fruit. What Mr. Picard has 


(a) Two vols. 8vo, Germer-Bailli re, Paris. 
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done for Scanzoni and Virchow, is now accomplished for Pro- 

fessor Casper with equal success by Mr. G. Germer-Bailliere. 
We hasten to congratulate this gentleman on having enriched 
French medical literature with a translation which permits us © 
to appreciate one of the most justly esteemed works on Medical 
Jurisprudence in Germany. Mr. Casper’s lectures in the Uni- 
versity of Berlin are the counterpart of Mr. Tardieu’s tuition 
in Paris: both are characterised by the same practical spirit, 
and are remarkable for their clearness and precision. But 
thanks to the popularity of forensic medicine in Germany, and 
to habits which we should be happy to find introduced into 
France, Mr. Casper’s lectures are of a more clinical character 
than those delivered by Mr. Tardieu,'and are, moreover, based 
on upwards of thirty years’ experience. 

Germany, as the translator remarks in his preface, is the 
birth-place of Forensic Medicine. So early as the close of the 
seventeenth century numerous professors imparted special in- 
struction in this branch of science, a hundred years before it 
occupied the attention of the learned in England, France, or 
Italy. This superiority has continued up to the present day, 
and is illustrated by the fact that one of the principal branches 
of administration in Prussia bears the denomination of Ministry 
of Medical Affairs, and one of its most important sections is 
devoted to Forensic Medicine. “Every medico-legal affair,” 
says Mr. Germer-Bailliére, “is in the first place referred for 
examination to a sworn medical jurist, who takes official cog- 
nizance of all the cases brought before the particular court to 
which he is attached, and in the cities in which exists a medi- 
cal college, his operations are carried on in the presence of the 
physicians and students of the Faculty, who are thus supplied 
with what may be termed a clinical course of Medical Juris- 
prudence. These duties devolve at Berlin on Professor Casper, 
and the pupils are present at all the post-mortem examinations 
required for the enlightenment of the tribunals.” Mr. Germer- 
Bailliére remarks that this public performance of autopsies, 
which might be adopted in France with much benefit, affords 
in addition to the publicity of the trials, a guarantee of accu- 
racy as well as of impartiality, interferes in no wise with the 
proper administration of justice, a fact acknowledged by the 
Prussian examining magistrates, and in addition, powerfully 
assists in the education of medical jurists. 

It is highly desirable that a similar publicity be imparted 
to proceedings of this kind in France, where most students 
acquire their diploma without having witnessed even a single 
case of practical medical jurisprudence. Until such time as 
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this system has been adopted, would it not be practicable, as 
Mr. Germer-Bailliere suggests, to open a clinical course at the 
Morgue, and thus to combine practical tuition with the theo- 
retical lectures delivered at the School of Medicine? Young 
medical jurists would doubtless be spared many difficulties 
and mortifying observations, and President Troplong would 
then cease to be justified in asserting, as he did on a recent 
occasion: “... What I have seen and heard, during my 
judicial career from certain medical practitioners, exceeds all 
belief.” 

Professor Casper’s work is divided into two sections, the 
first treats of biology and of all circumstances connected with 
the living ; the second is termed thanatological, and includes 
all questions relating to cases in which death has taken place. 

The biological section comprises sexual intercourse, gesta- 
tion, delivery and abortion, injuries and wounds which have 
not occasioned death, feigned bodily diseases, and insanity. 
Mr. Casper concludes from his researches on virginity, that in 
999 cases out of a thousand, the absence of the hymen is a 
sign of defloration, a remark which entirely agrees with Mr. 
Tardieu’s personal observations. Both professors also concur 
in the assertion that the two-thirds of rapes and criminal 
assaults are committed on children aged from two to fourteen 
years. These authors differ on the question of unnatural 
offences, and we are inclined to think that Mv. Tardieu’s views 
on the subject are practically more correct than those pro- 
pounded by Mr. Casper. The latter gentleman asserts that 
“no characteristic evidence can be obtained by examination 
of the active agent,” and that “syphilitic symptoms existing 
simultaneously on the organs of generation of one of the 
parties, and about the anus of the other, afford no grounds 
whatever for an inference of guilt.” It is obvious, however, 
that the coincidence would at least be an extremely suspicious 
fact. The form of the penis also deserves attention, and we 
may say the same of certain signs derived from the expression 
of the countenance, gait, and manner, a description of which 
will be vainly sought for in the work of the German professor. 

Mr. Casper has instituted special quiries as to the average 
length of utero-gestation, and concludes that pregnancy always 
extends over ten catamenial periods, and, therefore, in women 
who menstruate. every thirty days only, pregnancy would be 
protracted to 300 days or 43 weeks. 

Our limited space debars us from entering into a lengthened 
examination of the important chapters devoted by the author 
to insanity. This part of the work contains many ingenious 
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opinions and facts which will be referred to with advantage. . 
French authors will, however, not fail to observe that Mr. 
Casper views the subject more as a jurist than as a physician, 
and that he entirely omits all mention of general paralysis, a 
disease which, as Mr. Brierre de Boismont correctly remarks, 
affects, mentally and physically, thousands of individuals. 

This portion of the work may perhaps be deemed somewhat 
deficient ; but the learned author makes ample amends by the 
full description of all the anatomical and morbid changes of 
any interest to the medical jurist. This history of death, or, 
as Mr. Casper terms it, thanatology, entirely fills the second 
volume, and is in every respect a complete exposition of the 
subject in all its bearings. We must especially notice the 
chapter devoted to the weapons used in producing wounds, 
and the remarks suggested by the different resistance of living 
and dead textures. Mr. Casper’s experiments on firearms, and 
the different kinds of projectiles, will also be read with much 
interest. When treating of burns, he considers the hypothesis 
of spontaneous combustion as perfectly untenable, all the 
alleged cases having been related by unprofessional persons, 
such as clergymen, village mayors, or peasants ; no physician 
has ever witnessed this unaccountable phenomenon. 

After the history of poisons, for the chemical part of which 
the reader is referred to special treatises on the subject, Mr, 
Casper enters on the consideration of asphyxia. The work is 
concluded by an extremely remarkable chapter on the Bio- 
thanatology of New-born Infants, which includes everything 
that concerns the age of the foetus, docimasia pulmonaris, the 
death of the child before and after delivery, and vagitus 
uterinus. ‘The author expatiates on these various subjects, 
and it is not difficult to perceive that these pages are written 
con amore ; here will be found displayed, in the highest degree, 
the qualities peculiar to the mind of the author—viz,, sagacious 
observation, close reasoning, and the most scrupulous accuracy 
in all matters concerning statistics. (a) 


Art. 6347.—Des A ffections Nerveuses Syphilitiques (Nervous 
Syphilitic Affections), by Léon Gros, M.D., former Interne of 
the Strasbourg Hospitals, and V. Lancereaux, Laureate and 
Interne of the Hospitals of Paris. (b) 


(a) With regard to the questions of jurisprudence discussed in 
Professor Casper’s work, the translator remarks that the Code 
Napoléon isin vigour in Rhenish Prussia, and that the difference 
between that legislation and the French laws often lies merely in 
the application of the penalty—Tuer Eprror. 

() One vol. 8vo, pp. 486. Adrien Delahaye, Paris.] 
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Des Affections Nerveuses Syphilitiques (Nervous Syphilitic 
Diseases), by — Zambaco, M.D., Chef de Clinique of the 
Faculty of Medicine of Paris. (a) 


Both the works noticed in the present article have been 
crowned by the Academy, and in the competition of 1859 the 
Civrieux prize was divided between the authors. Were we to 
consider the relative merit of these volumes, as estimated by 
the commission of prizes, we should in the first place devote 
our attention to Mr. Zambaco’s volume, but Messrs. L. Gros 
and Lancereaux’s book having been the first published, we 
shall, according to our custom, follow the chronological order. 

Up to a comparatively recent date, the existence of a host 
of syphilitic visceral affections was admitted without discussion ; 
it was then altogether denied, and in order to throw some light 
on this much-controverted question, the Academy proposed for 
competition, an inquiry into the nervous diseases due to the 
syphilitic diathesis. In the opinion of Messrs. Léon Gros 
and Lancereaux, the actual existence of such atfections admits 
of no doubt. Syphilis must be considered as a general taint 
of the system ; its action may be localised in certain tissues, 
but no texture of the human frame enjoys absolute immunity 
from its manifestations. ‘The views propounded by the authors 
harmonise more closely with generally received opinions than 
would appear at first sight. Thus it is a generally admitted 
fact that syphilis chiefly affects the glandular and fibrous struc- 
tures of the body, and as a vascular and a cellular element 
are the necessary constituents of all our organs, Messrs. Gros 
and Lancereaux’s doctrine seems to be merely a more compre- 
hensive view of the ideas which generally obtain on the sub- 
ject. Their researches are based on 270 cases carefully selected 
from a much larger number, and the authors have therefore 
been enabled to demonstrate both from anatomical data and 
from. clinical observation, facts hitherto merely suspected or 
unsatisfactorily expounded. ‘They consider themselves, for in- 
stance, justified in asserting that the manifestations of syphilis 
in the nervous system do not materially differ from its morbid 
expression in the other organs, and are analogous, if not 
identical. Whatever structure be locally affected, the disease 
invariably betrays itself by congestion, inflammation, and 
plastic exudation, and, as in most general affections, proceeds 
habitually from the surface to the more deep seated parts. 

The work before us may be summarised in a certain numb 


(a) One vol., 8vo, pp. 600. J. B, Bailliére, Paris. 
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of dogmatic propositions, of which the following is an ab- 
stract :— 

Nervous affections may be developed at all periods of con- 
stitutional syphilis, and induce, separately or simultaneously 
disturbances of the three great functions of the nervous system 
—viz., sensation, motion, and intelligence. They are ex- 
tremely varied in form, and may respectively assume the cha- 
racters of neurosis, and of diseases symptomatic of organic 
changes in the nerves or nervous centres. 

The disturbances of sensation consist in rheumatoid pains 
frequently coincident with the incipient stage of constitutional 
syphilis and sleeplessness, which is often observed in children 
who have inherited the taint, and is possibly connected. with 
osteocope, a distinctly tertiary symptom. The most common 
forms of neuralgia induced by syphilis are tic doloureux, gas- 
tralgia, and. sciatica. 

General convulsive paroxysms, simulating epilepsy, may also 
be the result of the infection ; they are preceded by vertigo, 
and attended with loss of consciousness. ‘They differ from 
genuine epilepsy—I1. By the headache which ushers in the 
fits; 2. By the occurrence of the first attack at a more or less 
advanced period of life ; 3. By the absence of the habitual 
causes of epilepsy ; and, 4. By the prompt and permanent cure 
effected by specific treatment. Eclamptic convulsions are 
occasionally observed in children labouring under congenital 
syphilis, the existence of which will assist the practitioner in 
detecting the nature of the paroxysms. Partial spasmodic 
attacks may also closely resemble chorea. 

The modifications of the intellect consequent on syphilitic 
infection are analogous to lypemania and monomania (syphil- 
phobia). | 3 

The incidental causes which seem to promote the localization 
of syphilis in the nervous system are those which tend to 
stimulate or depress nervous power, such as an excitable tem- 
perament, excess of all kinds, exhausting intellectual exertion, 
mental pre-occupation, &c. 

The diagnosis rests—1l. On the coincidence or previous ex- 
istence of one or more symptoms characteristic of the special 
diathesis ; 2. On the manifestation of the symptoms at an age 
different from that at which they are habitually observed ; 3. 
On the absence of the usual causes of nervous disturbances ; 
4, On the regularity with which the nervous symptoms super- 
vene at a given period of the general affection ; 5. On the 
successive appearance of various and complex nervous pheno- 
mena, which impart to the disease a peculiar character ; 6. On 
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the failure of the remedies habitually efficacious in nervous 
maladies ; 7. On the favourable effects of specific treatment ; 
and, 8. On the relapses observed when the curative medication 
has not been sufficiently persevered in. 

The prognosis varies according to the general condition of 
the patient, the presence or absence of physical changes in the 
nervous system, the seat of the symptoms, &c. 

Of all the affections accompanied by anatomical change in 
the nervous structures, the most serious are those which have 
induced inflammatory action. 

The tertiary and quaternary forms of syphilis are more 
especially connected with our subject, and their treatment con- 
sists in the exhibition of mercurials and of iodide of potas- 
sium. Messrs. Gros and Lancereaux demonstrate by statistical 
figures the fallacy of the accusation preferred against mercury 
of causing the greater number of nervous complications 
observable during the progress of syphilis. The preparations 
peculiarly recommended by these gentlemen, who in this 
respect agree with Mr. Rayer, are Sédillot’s pills (a), and the 
bichloride and protoiodide of mercury. As a general rule, 
mercury is an appropriate remedy for the cure of nervous 
affections supervening during the evolution of the secondary 
period, or at its close. They would appear to be particularly 
useful when the congestive or inflammatory forms of disease 
are present, as in meningitis, encephalitis, amaurosis, &e. At 
a more advanced stage of the affection, when naught remains 
but plastic deposits disseminated in the system, or collected in 
the shape of gummata, the iodide of potassium exhibited 
alone, or in conjunction with mercury, is the most effective 
remedial agent. . 

The iodide should, however, be prescribed in larger doses 
than those commonly resorted to, and the daily amount exhi- 
bited should seldom be less than one drachm. Messrs. Gros 
and Lancereaux relate a case in which no amendment was 
obtained so long as one drachm only was daily administered, 
and in which acure promptly followed when two drachms, 
and more, were taken. The authors of the work before us do 
not share the fears of Messrs. Rodet, Baumetz, and others, as 
to the perils of the combined use of mercury and of iodide of 
potassium. ‘They are, on the contrary, fully convinced that 
the simultaneous or successive exhibition of these anti- 
syphilitic drugs produces results which could not have been 
attained by their separate administration. 


a we Ung. coe fort.-Saponis 4, 3j., Pulv. glycirrhize q. s. 
M. divide in pilulas x1. 
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“Tn ancient and obstinate ‘cases,” says Mr. Yvaren, ‘ the 
treatment should be as chronic and persevering, as the disease. 
The dose of the medicine is of less import than its uninter- 
tupted exhibition.” In this view our authors cannot coincide 
except after the disappearance of the symptoms; until this 
has been effected a large dose 1s all important, and their opinion 
is borne? out by the experience of Mr. Nélaton and of the 
Professors of the Hopital du Midi. 

Nervous syphilitic affections are occasionally accompanied 
by genuine inflammatory symptoms, and Messrs. Gros and 
Lancereaux are not inclined to reject absolutely antiphlo- 
gistic measures of treatment on account of the origin of the 
disease. ‘They recommend a recourse to bloodletting when the 
brain or spinal cord are apparently affected, and when life is 
in peril. But, in general, venesection should be resorted to in 
these cases with much reserve, and in several instances in 
which the method seemed to be required by an obviously con- 
gestive state, it aggravated the condition of the patients. The 
application of counter irritants is a safer practice. 

Electricity is an auxiliary which often proves most valuable 
in certain forms of paralysis, with or without atrophy ; Chaly- 
beates, more especially the iodide of izon, and sulphur also 
deserve the attention of the practitioner. Indeed, according 
to many able writers on the subject of hydrology, sulphurous 
waters are not only possessed of active tonic virtues, but serve 
as. a touchstone by which the nature of obscure symptoms may 
be tested, and increase on the other hand the curative pro- 
perties of mercurial compounds. 

These remarks sufficiently illustrate the practical tendencies 
of Messrs Gros and Lancereaux’s work. It was our intention 
to have contrasted their researches with the equally valuable 
book published by Mr. Zambaco, but the analysis of the latter 
volume requires more space than we can devote to it on the 
present occasion, and we are, therefore, compelled to postpone 
our remarks to our next number. 
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MISCELLANEA. 


The fourth Annual Meeting of the General Association of 
the Medical practitioners of France, took place on the 26th of 
October, in the amphitheatre of the administration of hospitals. 
The meeting was numerously attended, and the Delegates of 
the Provincial Societies testified by their presence of their 
sympathy with the objects of the Association. 

Professor Rayer, the president, took the chair, and 
delivered an address in which he expatiated on the reciprocal 
duties of the Administration, and the Medical Corporation, 
and of the Profession, and the public in general. The 
Financial Accounts of the Central Society were presented by 
Dr. Legouest, the successor of the late Mr. Ludger-Lallemand, 
and an exposition of the present state and future prospects of 
the Association was read to the meeting by Mr. Amédée 
Latour. 

The Association now consists of 5,000 members. The cash 
in hand amounts to 8,450. Twenty-four departments, includ- 
ing the Dép. de la Seine, have not yet joined the Association. 


— The Italian periodicals state that Dr. Bruno succeeds 
the late illustrious Professor Ribéri in the chair of Clinical 
and Operative Surgery at the Faculty of Turin. 


— In order to diminish the number of cases of deserted 
children in his Department, the Préfect of La Loire Inférieure 
has decreed that in future a sum of 60f. shall be awarded as a 
recompense to the midwife who, in the course of the year, shall 
have presented the greatest number of applications tor the 
assistance granted to natural children. 


— Ata recent meeting of the Academy, Mr. Chevalier pro- 
duced photographs increased in size from six to eight times, by 
means of an optical apparatus constructed by his father, and 
modified by himself. This new system of photography seems 
especially adapted to the representation of anatomical prepara- 
tions, which may be so magnified as to be visible to pupils situ- 
ated at the furthest end of an amphitheatre. 


— Mr. Boudin has presented another paper to the Institute 
on the subject of deaf-muteness, in which, after expressing his 
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conviction that this condition may henceforth be considered as 
one of the probable consequences of marriages between near 
relations, he contends that the infirmity is by no means here- 
ditary. The parents of deaf and dumb children, he observes, 
are generally in perfect health ; and deaf and dumb parents, 


not related to each other, seldom have children afflicted in the 


same Manner. 


— A man named Jean Louis Goupy, of Alluyes, in the De- 
partment of Eure et Loir, was, for the twenty-fourth time, 
brought before the tribunal of Chartres for the illegal practice 
of surgery. His brother was implicated in the accusation. 
The tribunal condemned the former to fifteen days’ imprison- 
ment, 45f fine, and 250f damages: and the latter to one 
month’s imprisonment, a fine of 90f, and 300£ damages, 


— Dr. A. Voisin, Mr. Bouillaud’s clinical clerk, publishes a 
case, observed in the Professor's wards, which confirms the 
views entertained by that pathologist on the influence of the 
cortical substance of the anterior convolutions of the brain, on 
the performance of articulate speech. In Mr. Voisin’s case, the 
loss of speech was connected with the presence of a sanguineous 
cyst situated in the arachnoid, and pressing on the first and 
second frontal convolutions, which were visibly indented. 


— We have to record the decease of one of the most distin- 
guished members of the Academy of Medicine, Dr. ©. Londe, 
the author of a popular Treatise on Hygiene. This eminent 
practitioner had long suffered from a disease of the heart, which 
ultimately proved fatal on the 16th of October. At the ap- 
proach of death, Mr. Londe displayed the firmness and self- 
possession which had marked his entire career, 

Two speeches were delivered at the grave, one in the name 
of the Academy, by Dr. Béclard, the other by Mr. Joulin, in 
the name of the Medical Press, which numbered Mrz. Londe, 
among its most worthy and laborious contributors. 








For the articles not signed, 


H. Cuamuou, Chief Editor. 
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| CAPSULES AND VEGETALE INJECTION OF MATICO, 


Rapid and extraordinary cures of recent and chiefly of old cases of Gonor- 
rhoea, Has been tried in all the Hospitals of Paris, and found superior to the 
preparations of Copaiva, Cubebs, &c., &c., and to metallic injections. 


The Capsules contain the essential oil of Matico, combined with Copaiva, 
and are made of pure Gluten. By this combination the Copaiva is completely 
| disinfected and rendered harmless for the stomach and bowels. Dose :—8-16 
| for the day.—The injection is a saturation of distilled water with Matico, and 
| is used twice or three times a-day. 


| Wholesale Depot in London: Francis Newbery and Sons, 45 St. Paul’s 
Church yard ; Pereau, 11 Moorgate street, H.C. Apply by letter. 


| Retail in Dublin: Bewley and Evans, Sackville street ; Boyd and Goodwin, 
|6 Merrion row, Stephen’s green. Grimault and Co., Chemists, 7 Rue de la 
| Feuillade, Paris. 


SELDEPENNES 
aU HYGIENIQUES, 
RESOLUTIFS, STIMULANTS 


After many successive experiments at the Hospital St. Antoine, by M. Aran ; 
at the Hopital Lariboisitre, by M. J. Pelletan; at the Maison Municipale 
| de Santé, by MM. Monod, Vigla, and Demarquay ; at the Hépital des Enfants, 
‘by MM. Blache, Guersant, and Gillette ; at the Hospice de Bicétre, by MM. 
‘Duplay, Leger et Marcé; at the Hépital St. Louis, by MM. Cazenave, Hardy, 
‘and Bazin ; at the Hépital du Midi, by MM. Puche et Bauchet ; at the Asile 
Imperial de Vincennes, by M. Laborie, and by a great many physicians of the 
armies, among whom whom we must remark MM. Bonnafont, Delmas, de 
Foussagrives, de Santi, and Mounier, it has been easy to prove in all seasons 
the satisfactory results of this thermal treatment, which is as agreeable as 
‘cheap, being applied at various degrees for :he cure of the following diseases : 
1. Impoverishment of the blood; 2. General weakness; 3. Obstructions 
‘in the liver; 4. Inertness of the muscles or nerves; 5. Irritation of the 
‘digestive organs; 6. Periodical irregularities ; 7. Diseased state of the skin 
| without fever. 3 

|» Wholsale Depot at Pennes, Pharmacien, & Paris, Rue de la Sorbonne, 4; 
et Rue des Ecoles, 99. : 

Depdt at London, at Jozeau’s, 49 Haymarket. . 

Pay attention to the following Stamp made to prevent the counterfeits. 


















Prices vary in proportion to charges for carriage: 1 fr. 10 c. per dose, 
delivered in Paris; 1 fr. 25 c. forthe departments of France; and from 
i fr. 50 c. to 2fr.50 c, beyond France, package and carriage included. | 


N.B.—By evaporating a great part of the water contained in the crystals of 
ihis salt, | have succeeded in condensing its volume without impairing its 
force, and thus insuring its preservation and making it lighter for carriage or 
exportation. Consequently it will be necessary to specify in all orders 
whether ordinary or concentrated doses are required. 5 
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